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TFOREWORD 


AMUEL GIVEN WAS my 2nd Great Grandfather. My 

Great Grandmother Catherine was his youngest 
daughter. She was the mother of my grandfather, William 
LeRoy Anderson. 


Curious about the origin of the name LeRoy, I 
researched the family history using Ancestry.com and 
found much more. The name originated with Catherine 
Given and her husband Ole Anderson who chose it as the 
middle name for their first-born son, William born in 1890 
on the grassland prairie of West-Central Nebraska. With 
no hospital’s available he was born at the family farm 
home in Phelps County, Nebraska. 


I found much more. I discovered the unknown Civil 
War Service of Samuel L. Given. I was able to identify his 
service history, his Artillery Unit designations and then 
with further research into Civil War records I discovered 
the many actions his Battery L fought in. I’ve tried to 
share that history and some history of his descendants in 
this work. Finally, I was able to obtain copies of his Civil 
War records from the National Archives. 


The Civil War Service of Samuel Given is a family 
treasure, especially today since many “Progressives” 
demand that US Citizens pay reparations for descendants 
of former slaves. 


Samuel’s descendants should be excluded because, as 
an Irish immigrant and new Citizen, he never owned 
slaves and instead fought with the Union to end slavery. 
All descendants should be proud that their fore-father 
fought for a just cause. 


LeRoy Anderson 


September 26, 2023 


Samuel Given ~ An Irish Earmer 


ORN IN PROTESTANT Northern Ireland around 


1828, Samuel married Mary Anne Hilton on January 
5, 1850. The ceremony was held at the Second 
Presbyterian Church in Ballymena, Ireland (now part of 
Northern Ireland). 


They were Protestant and both were about 22 years 
old. Neither could read or write. Future prospects in 
Ireland were bleak. A marriage record was prepared by 
the Reverend William Campbell. At the wedding, John 
Nesbit and James Lindsay served as witnesses for the 
newlyweds. At the time of marriage Samuel was 
employed as a weaver and both Mary and Samuel lived in 
Taylorstown, County Antrim, Northern Ireland. His 
father was a farmer John Giffins, whose surname was not 
spelled “Givens.” Samuel was a farmers son. Mary’s 
father was George Hilton, also a farmer. 


Samuel L. Given - An Irish Farmer 


Before marriage, Mary had an infant son, Thomas who 
was born in September 1848. When she married Samuel, 
her condition was listed as “Spinster,” a term used to 
describe a woman unlikely to marry. The term was likely 
used as she was unmarried when son Thomas was born. 
By contrast Samuel was identified as a Bachelor. Soon 
after the marriage another son arrived — Samuel Jr. He was 
born in Northern Ireland in 1851. Eventually they would 
have 8 children but only 5 survived early childhood. 


Leaving his family behind, Samuel immigrated first, 
arriving in the U.S. Later wife Mary, with young Thomas 
(age 6) and infant Samuel Jr. (age 1) traveled alone and 
joined him. They made their passage aboard the US 
sailing ship “Wyoming” departing from Liverpool, 
England, September 14, 1852, arriving in Philadelphia 24 
days later on October 8, 1852. Steam ships came later. 


—_ 


Passenger Ship “Wyoming” 1852 
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Irish Brigade 


Samuel’s listed occupation in Ireland and the 1860 and 
1870 U.S. Census Records was “farmer.” But in 
Philadelphia he also found work as a cabinet maker. This 
is a valuable carpenter trade that he passed to his son 
Thomas, who later in life made a living in Manchester, 
Iowa as a carpenter. Samuel may have also been useful to 
the Union Army as a carpenter repairing cannon and 
wagon wheels. 


Why did the young Given family leave Ireland? There 
are some historic clues. 


Most young men didn’t own land but instead worked 
as farm laborers or rented land as tenant farmers. Ireland 
at this time was a huge agricultural power, growing wheat 
and raising great quantities of beef cattle and other 
livestock. Although wheat, corn and cattle and sheep were 
raised by farmers for export or rent payment, potatoes 
were the main food crop for Irish families. But from 1845 
through the mid-1850’s, the potato crop suffered a blight 
known as Phytophthora Infestans. This water fungus was 
transported to Ireland from the Eastern United States, 
where potatoes had been infected the previous year. 


By the 1846 harvest, three quarters of the Irish potato 
crop failed, leading to widespread starvation among poor 
rural Irish farmers. Despite over three million rural Irish 
suffering starvation, heavily indebted Irish and English 
landlords avoided bankruptcy by demanding rent 
payments from tenant farmers and the British government 
did not cease calling on Ireland to export food to England. 
Throughout the whole famine period, Ireland was a net 
food exporter despite the starvation of its people. 
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Irish Brigade 


This is known as “The Great Irish Famine” or the 
“Great Hunger” (1845-1852). Of the three million slowly 
starving Irish citizens, an estimated that one million or 
more left their country, many of them bound for the 
United States. Of those remaining in Ireland, one million 
starved to death or died of disease brought on by 
malnutrition. Also, without crops to sell, the rural Irish 
farmers were unable to pay their rents, and many 
emigrated to countries around the world. Samuel Given 
also chose to leave at this same time. Perhaps for the same 
reasons. 


Many of these Irish immigrants came to the major 
ports of Philadelphia, Boston and New York. These new 
Irish immigrants entered the country and found that the 
New World had as many challenges at the Old. Coming 
from rural backgrounds, many Irish found themselves 
without the necessary skills for the new industrialized, 
urbanized economy that was springing up in the United 
States. 


The young family remained in Philadelphia for several 
years. They were living there when John M. Given was 
born in 1853, and three years later Margaret Given was 
born on February 12, 1856. 


Leaving Philadelphia, the family moved to first to 
Mineral Point, and then Waldwick, Iowa County, 
Wisconsin, where Catherine Given was born February 9, 
1857. She was the last daughter and the fifth surviving 
child. The new home in Waldwick remains a small 
unincorporated farming community located about 130 


Irish Brigade 


miles West of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and 50 miles West of 
the Wisconsin Capital at Madison. 


Two years later on October 27, 1859, Samuel became a 
US. Citizen, after completing the legally required 5-year 
waiting-time. Then came the Civil War. Everything 
changed. 


Irish Brigade 


) Fort Sumpter - Civil War Begins 


Irish Brigade 
Battery L, 1st Illinois Light Artillery. 


PRIL 12, 1861, marks the beginning of the American 

Civil War. South Carolina voted to secede from the 
Union and Confederates immediately began firing on the 
US Navy’s Fort Sumpter located in Charleston harbor. 


Eleven months after the War began, Samuel Given left 
his wife and five children traveling by foot or horse 200 
miles North to Oconto, Wisconsin. Once there he 
volunteered to serve a three-year enlistment as a Private 
with the “Oconto Irish Guards.” Presumably, this was a 
Protestant Irish unit not an Irish Catholic one. He was 
about 33 years old. 


Irish Brigade 


Today Oconto, Wisconsin is part of the Green Bay 
Metro Area in Northern Wisconsin. Leaving his wife 
Mary to tend their 5 children, including the baby, four- 
year-old Catherine, Samuel reported for duty on March 
19, 1862. He was not a young brash recruit. Most soldiers 
were teenagers without wives or family so he was likely 
an old man to them. His pay was $13 per month ($156/ 
year) until October 1864, when it increased to $16 or $192 
per year. For comparison, Samuels 1862 soldier salary 
would be equivalent of $37,520 in 2023. The pay may have 
been attractive to a low-skill farm laborer with a growing 
family to feed. 


Military drafts had been common in Europe during the 
Napoleonic Wars (1803-1815). The Union Army draft law 
was enacted on March 3, 1863. Anti-Irish sentiment was 
common in America at the time and it may have 
motivated Samuel to volunteer and serve with an “all 
Irish” unit rather than be drafted into a non-Irish unit. 


Also, Samuel’s early 1862 enlistment denied him all 
opportunity to receive a $300 commutation fee from a 
wealthy Citizen seeking to avoid the draft. The 
Commutation fee arose after the Union enacted a 
Conscription Act in March 1863. It exempted wealthy 
Citizens from military service, but only if they paid the fee 
or hired a substitute to serve in their place. That was an 
enormous sum at the time. Some laborers earned up to 
$300 per year, or 10 cents per hour, $6 per week at the time. 
Many earned less. 


Private Given was part of a 180-soldier Wisconsin unit 
led by Capt., John Rourke; First Lieutenants., John 
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McAfee, Charles Bagley, Second Lieutenants., William L. 
McKenzie, Michael Lantry, and Michael Cunningham. 


At Lieutenant John McAfee’s request the Oconto Irish 
Guard soldiers were transferred to the artillery service 
becoming the 11th Light Artillery Battery of Wisconsin’s 
17th Infantry Regiment. But the Wisconsin Infantry 
already had a full complement of Artillery. So, the 180 
Soldiers with their 6-cannons were transferred to Col. 
James A. Mulligan's "Irish Brigade," at Camp Douglas, 
Chicago. 


The unit became Battery L of the 1st Illinois Light 
Artillery. It was further organized into three smaller 2- 
cannon sections nicknamed: Mulligan’s Battery, Oconto 
Irish Guards, and Rourke’s Battery. 


Each section was commanded by a Lieutenant with 16 
men and 24 horses. Each cannon, along with its 
ammunition limber and caisson was commanded by a 
Sergeant with 8 men and 12 horses. 


Children (8) 
Thomas Given B:1848 | 
Mary Given B: 1850 
Samuel Given B: 1851 


Irish Brigade 


Parents 
Samuel L. Given one 
B: 1822 in Ireland bah 
D: 8 December 1895 in Bertrand, Phelps, Nebraska, 
Mary 
USA 
Miller 


Mary Anne Given, nee Hilton 
B: 1824-1828 in Ireland 


Samuel Given 


in the U.S., Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, 1861-1865 


Name: 

Enlistment Date: 
Enlistment Rank: 
Muster Date: 

Muster Place: 

Muster Regiment: 
Muster Regiment Type: 
Muster Information: 
Muster Out Date: 
Muster Out Information: 
Side of War: 

Survived War?: 
Residence Place: 

Title: 


Samuel Given 

19 Mar 1862 
Private 

19 Mar 1862 
Wisconsin 

Tith LA 

Artillery 

Enlisted 

20 Mar 1865 
Mustered Out 
Union 

Yes 

Waldick, Wisconsin 
Roster of Wisconsin Volunteers: War of the Rebellion 
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Children (8) 


Irish Brigade 


Parents 
Samuel L. Given g Un- 
B: 1828 in Ireland known 
D: 8 December 1895 in Bertrand, Phelps, 7 Un- 
Nebraska, USA @ known 


Mary Anne Hilton 
B: 1828 in Ireland 


Samuel Given 


in the U.S., Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, 1861-1865 


Name: 

Enlistment Age: 

Birth Date: 

Enlistment Date: 
Enlistment Place: 
Enlistment Rank: 
Muster Date: 

Muster Place: 

Muster Company: 
Muster Regiment: 
Muster Regiment Type: 
Muster Information: 
Muster Out Date: 
Muster Out Information: 
Side of War: 

Survived War?: 

Title: 


Source 


Samuel Given 
33 

abt 1829 

19 Mar 1862 
Waldwick, Wisconsin 
Private 

19 Mar 1862 
Illinois 
Battery L 

Ist LA 
Artillery 
Enlisted 

20 Mar 1865 
Mustered Out 
Union 

Yes 


Illinois: Roster of Officers and Enlisted Men; Illinois State Archives @ 
http://www.ilsos.gov/isaveterans/civilmustersrch.jsp 


© 2023 Ancestry.com 
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Irish Brigade 


Union Soldiers Encampment 
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Union Light artillery Regiments 


ACH UNION ARMY Corp (consisting of 2 or more 
Divisions of 4,000-12,000 men) was often assigned 5 
Artillery Batteries with about 30 cannons total. 


A Union Army Light Artillery Battery had six 3-inch 
cannons and ammunition-carrying limber units weighing 
about 2 tons, pulled by six horses with 3 riders on the back 
of the left horse of each 2-horse team. Each cannon also 
had a support Limber and Caisson carrying additional 
three ammunition chests with gunpowder, shells and 
fuses. 


Each support limber and caisson also weighed about 
2-tons and was pulled by three pair of horses with 3 riders. 
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Union Light Artillery Regiments 


A battery required about 180 horses whose expected 
working lifespan was about 8 months. 


A 3-inch gun was called “the 3-inch ordinance rifle, 
model 1861” and had a range of 1,850 yards or just slightly 
more than one mile. An elevated barrel could launch a 
shell up to 4,180 yards, almost 2.5 miles. It weighted 820 
pounds and fired a 9.5-pound cannon ball. 


The 3-inch barrel was rifled with grooves that 
increased the muzzle velocity significantly over older 
smooth bore cannon. These grooves would force a 
projectile to rapidly spin as it flew through the air, like a 
large, metal football, which would stabilize it. The guns, 
therefore, could fire further and much more accurately 
than the older style of smoothbore cannon. After firing 
the rifled shell was invisible. 


Ammunition was limited because of weight. Each 
limber carried one ammunition chest and each caisson 
had two. Thus, each cannon had three ammunition chests 
which limited the number of shells available. A memo 
from November 1863 stated that rifled guns ought to have 
25 shells, 20 shrapnel (case shot), and five canister rounds 
in each ammunition chest. 


Thus, each cannon carried about 50 shots of various 
types of ammunition. The actual ammunition carried 
varied depending on the type battlefield engagement that 
was anticipated. There were four types that caused most 
deaths and casualties during the Civil War. 
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Union Light Artillery Regiments 


“Solid shot” was a solid iron shell. It was the most 
accurate of all ammunition. It was employed against 
cavalry, or columns of marching infantry. It was used in a 
bowling ball effect bouncing through horses, and columns 
of marching soldiers. 


A “shell” was a hollow projectile filled with about 90% 
black powder. Fuses were cut to time (-0 to 5 sec.) and lit 
by the firing charge. Shell was primarily used against 
enemy artillery and fortifications. 


“Case shot” was invented by General Shrapnel of the 
British Army, and comprised a hollow shell filled with 
about 75 iron balls and a bursting charge. It was used 
against infantry at long range (over 400 yards). It was 
most effective when set to explode about 15 feet overhead. 


“Cannister” was a thin metal can containing iron or 
lead balls in sawdust. When fired the can ruptured on 
leaving the muzzle and the effect was like a huge shotgun. 
Cannister was used at short range when defending 
against attacking infantry. 


Usually, eight cannoneers were needed to fire field 
pieces. Five were at the gun - the gunner and 7 
Cannoneers. Four Cannoneers loaded, cleaned and fired 
the gun. One Cannoneer ran the ammunition from the 
limber and caisson to the gun. Two more Cannoneers 
prepared the ammunition and load or cut two types of 
fuses. Either “Time Fuses” that started to burn when the 
cannon was fired and exploded after a number of seconds 
and “Percussion Fuses” that exploded on impact. 
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Union Light Artillery Regiments 
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UNION CANNON FIRE TEAM 


When unlimbered, horses and caissons were moved to 
the rear or a safe place nearby. The gun was aligned by 
hand, loaded and fired. Upon firing the gun would recoil 
a few feet or up to a dozen yards, depending on the 
powder charge and amount of ammunition. After firing, 
it was rolled back by hand and re-aligned, being swabbed 
and loaded as it went. 


An efficient firing team could load, aim and fire twice 
in one minute. But, when under heavy attack, crews were 
reported to fire four canister shots in a minute. As few as 
two men could load and fire if other team members were 
killed or wounded. All other members of the section were 
trained to step up and join the fire team if Cannoneers 
were killed or wounded. 
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Union Light Artillery Regiments 


However, the goal was to maintain a constant rate of 
fire, one cannon shooting at a time, while others reloaded 
and tried to aim the cannon. The black power used caused 
large smoke clouds which obscured vision and aiming. 
Also, the deliberate pace was necessary to avoid 
consuming all shells too quickly. A rapid rate of fire 
would quickly consume all ammunition since the three 
ammunition chests in the limbers and caisson carried a 
limited amount of ammunition, fuses and powder. 


Union Battery - Action Ready 


Artillery service was dangerous work. Attacking 
infantry usually made batteries their prime targets, since 
the capture of field pieces was a great prize and seized 
cannons would add to the limited supply available to 
Confederate armies. 


Often as Union cannon crews were limbering up to 
retreat, assaulting Confederates would shoot the horses, 
requiring the cannon to be abandoned. If capture was 
unavoidable, crews would shoot their own horses to 
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Union Light Artillery Regiments 


prevent the enemy from moving the cannon or using it 
against retreating soldiers. Spiking the weapon, that is to 
drive a piece of metal into the cannon’s firing vent, also 
disabled it for a time allowing a successful retreat. 


Each Battery was sub-divided into three sections 
commanded by a Lieutenant, each with two cannons and 
limbers, and supporting limbers and caissons. A Corporal 
and five cannoneers loaded and fired the gun. Two or 
three others carried gunpowder and shells from the 
ammunition chests. Except for officers, no soldier was 
issued or carried a pistol or rifle. Since they supported the 
infantry most Battery soldiers walked when on the move. 
Only when a single cannon team or a 2-cannon section 
was detached to accompany a Cavalry Regiment were all 
soldiers mounted to increase their speed of maneuver. 
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Union Light Artillery Regiments 


Only sixty men were needed to load and fire the 6 
cannons in the Battery. That meant 120 men of Battery L’s 
180 soldiers worked at other tasks, but all supported the 
firing teams. 


Each Battery was a complete self-sufficient wagon 
train, including spare horses, supply wagons, medical 
staff, ambulances, blacksmiths and iron forges, farriers to 
care for horses, carpenters and additional soldiers to be 
stretcher-bearers or replace sick or wounded cannon team 
members. Each soldier was trained in most all cannon 
and horse skills to be a ready replacement during battle. 


Union Civil War Ambulance 
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Union Light Artillery Regiments 


In addition to their military assignments regular 
soldiers lived in two-man tents and were responsible for 
cooking and preparing their own meals. Civil War food 
for Union soldiers was provided by the Commissary 
Departments, but the daily rations were given to the 
soldiers uncooked. They never had the luxury of standing 
in a mess line waiting for Army cooks to dish out the 
chow. 


They called these groups “messes” and referred to 
others in the group as “messmates”. Messmates took turns 
watching the meals they cooked. Food in the Civil War 
was cooked over an open campfire in a cast iron skillet or 
kettle or occasionally on a spit. If they had the time, 
soldiers tried to devise ways of making their dull diet a 
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Union Light Artillery Regiments 


little more varied, occasionally catching wild game or 
picking wild berries. Additionally, when on the march, 
soldiers would raid local farms taking food to supplement 
their Army rations. 


By contrast Civil War Generals and other officers had 
the luxury of a cook, however the vast majority of soldiers 
gathered in small groups each evening to prepare their 
own food. 


Union Officers - Dining 


During the Civil War, the Union Army had two types 
of rations: “marching rations’ and “camp rations.” 
Marching rations consisted of 16 ounces of hard bread, 
also known as ‘hardtack;’ 12 ounces of salt pork or 20 
ounces of fresh meat, sugar, tea or coffee, and salt. Two or 
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Union Light Artillery Regiments 


three pieces of hardtack, about 3 inches square each, 
fulfilled the daily ration for hard bread. Camp rations 
could substitute soft bread, flour, or cornmeal for 
hardtack, and included extras such as dried beans or peas, 
rice, vinegar, and molasses [a type of very sticky sweet 
substance], along with an amount of soap and candles. 
The ration was designed to fill a soldier’s stomach, not to 
provide energy to march or fight. 


Disease killed more people than everything else 
combined including gunshots, artillery, accidents, 
drowning, starvation, suicide etc.... The worst disease in 
the Civil War was Dysentery. It accounted for around 
45,000 deaths in the Union army and around 50,000 deaths 
in the Confederate army. 


The reason dysentery and so many other diseases were 
able to spread so rapidly through both armies was 
primarily because of a lack of sanitation practices and 
contaminated water. Proper hygiene during this time was 
nonexistent. 


This was not because doctors, nurses or soldiers were 
negligent. They just did not know any better. Civil War 
Medicine was not yet advanced enough to connect a lack 
of hygiene with disease. When diarrhea struck from bad 
food or disease, bathrooms were non-existent. Instead, 
soldiers used outdoor latrines, called “Sinks” at the time. 
Sinks were trenches with an elevated pole or rough-cut 
log serving as a bench allowing soldiers to squat over the 
trench to relieve themselves. Soap and hand washing 
were uncommon. Rolls of toilet paper did not appear 
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Union Light Artillery Regiments 


until 1883, long after the Civil War. Such was the life of an 
Artillery Soldier. 
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Union Light Artillery Regiments 
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West Virginia Encampment. 


ATTERY L WAS assigned to help protect the 

Baltimore & Ohio Railroad in West Virginia. The 
Battery departed Chicago June 14, 1862, arriving in West 
Virginia nine days later. 


From Baltimore, the B&O line had connections north to 
New York City. Its main line ran west through western 
Maryland and along the Northern West Virginia border 
through Cumberland ending on the Ohio River at 
Parkersburg, West Virginia. The Ohio River connected all 
of the Western States to the Eastern States. 


They set up camp 26 miles south of Cumberland, 
Maryland, at New Creek, West Virginia. During the Civil 
War the New Creek area and the eastern half of West 
Virginia. was heavily populated with Southern 
sympathizers. 
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West Virginia Encampment 


The New Creek terrain was rugged with few roads. Ice 
Age Glacier’s had formed mountain ridges and valleys 
during the last ice age. They appear as rows of mountains 
and valleys running generally from the Southwest to the 
Northeast from Southern West Virginia into Western 
Pennsylvania. 


Cumberland, Maryland, and Keyser, West Virginia, are 
at the north end of one such long glacier valley. New 
Creek, Greenland Gap, Philippi, Morefield, Petersburg, 
Fairmount and Grafton lay further South. 


In June 1862, Confederates were on the attack. On June 
19th, four days before Battery L arrived Confederates had 
attacked Union troops guarding the New Creek bridge. 
New Creek was an outpost located down valley guarding 
the approaches to the main rail line situated further North 
at Cumberland. 


Throughout the war the B&O line was always a target 
for attack by Confederate forces as it was an important 
Union supply and troop transport route. 


On October 28, 1862, Battery L went into action. A 2- 
cannon section mounted horses and accompanied a 
cavalry force to intercept Confederate Ist Partisan 
Rangers commanded by General John D. Imboden at 
nearby Greenland gap. Near Petersburg they overtook 
and skirmished with Imboden’s guerillas. 
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West Virginia Encampment 


GREENLAND GAP QUADRANGLE 


UNITED STATES 
%, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
= GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
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West Virginia Encampment 


In November a large force with two sections of the 
Battery again fought Imboden’s guerrilla force 18 miles 
beyond Morefield. After a fight of three hours, the rebels 
broke and fled to the safety of nearby mountains. 


Gen. John Imboden 
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Jones-Imboden Raid. 


IVE MONTHS LATER, in April and May 1963, The 

Rebels undertook the larger Jones-Imboden Raid. 
Rather than a small raid, it was an organized Confederate 
military action conducted in western Virginia (later 
becoming part of the new state of West Virginia). 


The raid, led by Brig. Gens. William E. Jones and 
General John D. Imboden, was aimed at disrupting Union 
traffic on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and reasserting 
Confederate authority in trans-mountain Virginia in an 
effort to derail the growing West Virginia statehood 
movement in the region, since voters had in March 1863 
approved a new Constitution and statehood only awaited 
Congressional and Presidential approval. 
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Battery L encountered Imboden’s Rangers when they 
threatened the B&O line at Philippi, West Virginia, and 
were driven back. Soon after, Lieutenant McAfee, with a 
detachment of Battery L encountered a large rebel force 
near Fairmount. A skirmish broke out and McAfee was 
forced to withdraw to nearby Grafton, with a loss of three 
men wounded. 


After the famous July 3, 1863, battle at nearby 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, Battery L’s soldiers, 6 cannons 
and other West Virginia forces were ordered to relocate to 
Eastern Virginia, to cooperate with the Army of the 
Potomac that had suffered huge losses at Gettysburg. 
Battery L arrived and encamped at Hedgesville, Virginia, 
on July 18th. One month later Battery L returned to West 
Virginia and stationed at Petersburg and one section of 2 
cannons was sent to Morefield. 


On September 4, 1863, Rebels attacked Morefield with 
superior numbers and after repulsing two attacks the 
small Battery L force retreated to the safety of Petersburg. 
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Averell’s Winter Raid. 


N DECEMBER 8, 1863, a Union Brigadier General 

William Averell led a 3,200-man Infantry Brigade, 
including an Artillery section of Battery L, from 
Petersburg on a 176-mile winter raid to destroy portions of 
the Confederate run Tennessee and Virginia Railroad line 
and supply depot at Salem, Virginia. 


Brig. Gen, William Averell 


) 
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The rail line was a vital Rebel supply link running from 
Richmond through Lynchburg, Virginia to Chattanooga 
and eventually Atlanta. It was a major Southern Army 
supply route. 


[See:https://www.historynet.com/william- 
averells-cavalry-raid-on-the-virginia-tennessee- 
railroad.htm (Accessed December 29, 2021). Also 
see https:// content.wisconsinhistory.org /digital/ 
collection /quiner/id/17223 (“[I]n December 
(1863) one section of the Battery (L) accompanied 
General Averell, for the purpose of destroying the 
Virginia & Tennessee Railroad, returning on the 
24th.”)] 


Employing a complex scheme of feint and diversion, 
Averell’s slow walking Infantry column struggled 
through winter rain, snow and mud but succeeded in 
reaching Salem with only small rebel forces opposing him. 
Averell’s soldiers camped 15 miles outside of Salem on 
December 15. 


Finally, aware that the rail line at Salem was Averell’s 
target, the Confederates loaded a rescue train headed 
from Lynchburg to Salem filled with supplies and Rebel 
reinforcements. 


Learning of the approaching reinforcements, Averell 
sent an advance detachment of 350 Union troops and two 
cannon teams to quickly seize Salem. They arrived first, 
captured the Depot and feverishly set the cannons and 
established a defensive line. 
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Averell's Winter Raid 


When the rebel train arrived a short time later, the 
cannons began firing. After three cannon shots the 
engineer stopped the train and began a rapid reverse 
putting an end to any hope of reinforcement for Salem. 


Later in the morning at 10:00 a.m. December 16, 1863, 
Averell’s main body arrived in the town and began 
destroying as much of the rail facilities and supplies as 
they could. Parties of men were sent four miles east and 12 
miles west down the line, where they set fire to five 
bridges and damaged as much track as possible. 


Meanwhile, in Salem, the depots and supplies were set 
ablaze, and three cars, a water station and a turntable were 
destroyed. In addition, the telegraph lines were cut for 
about a half mile. 
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As the depots burned, the supplies within were also 
destroyed. Averell’s report of the damage put the 
destruction at ‘two thousand barrels of flour, 10,000 
bushels of wheat, 100,000 bushels of shelled corn, 50,000 
bushels of oats, 2,000 barrels of meat, several cords of 
leather, 1,000 sacks of salt....’ He also claimed a large 
amount of clothing and horse equipment was destroyed, 
along with 100 wagons and other miscellaneous items. 


At 4 p.m., Averell withdrew from Salem, having 
created as much mayhem as he could in six hours. 


The travails of winter weather had not yet ended for 
Averell’s beleaguered troopers. The waters in all the 
streams remained high, and the temperature unbearably 
low. Although a North Route was shorter, Averell headed 
his troops Northwest in order to evade Confederate 
efforts to block his escape North. 


During the final three days of the march, the roads, 
bemoaned Averell, had the consistency of ‘a Glacier’ and 
were so slippery that the artillery had to be pulled by 
dismounted men. 


On Christmas Eve, supplies from Beverly, West 
Virginia reached the column and the soldiers ate their first 
real rations in more than eight days. 


They kept slowly moving forward, however, and on 
December 24 the brigade finally arrived in Beverly located 
approximately 63 miles west and southwest of their 
starting point at Petersburg. The raid was a 400-mile 
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march during bitter cold winter storms. It was one of the 
few winter actions during the Civil War. 


Averell reported losing seven men to drowning, seven 
wounded, one missing and 97 captured, most of them at 
the crossing near Covington. What his report could not 
reflect was that a staggering 71 of those 97 captured would 
eventually die in captivity, most at the notorious 
Confederate prison at Andersonville, Georgia. The 
Confederate commander at the prison was later executed 
for his War Crimes. 


The Artillery Section and it’s 2 cannons then rejoined 
Battery L at Petersburg. One month later on January 30, 
1864, all Union Troops were forced to evacuate Petersburg 
and retreat North to New Creek when threatened by a 
large Southern force. On retreat, Captain O’Rourke was 
captured by Confederates. 


Later in April 1864, the Confederate force withdrew 
and the Battery returned to occupy Petersburg and 
Lieutenant Cunningham, with one 2 cannon section was 
sent forward to occupy nearby Greenland Gap while 
Lieutenant Bagley took command of the remaining 4 
cannon at Petersburg. 


One gun and an infantry detachment attacked and 
routed a rebel unit at Bloomington, West Virginia on May 
5, 1864. Two months later, on July 25, 1864, Greenland 
Gap was abandoned and Lieutenant Cunningham’s 2- 
cannon section was moved back to New Creek. 
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On July 31, Lieutenant McKenzie’s center section was 
marched 26 miles to the B&O rail line at Cumberland, 
Maryland, in time to fight in the Battle of Folck’s Mill. 
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HE BATTLE OF Folck's Mill, also known as the Battle 
T of Cumberland, was a small cavalry engagement, 
fought August 1, 1864, in northern Maryland, as part of 
the Confederate Valley Campaigns of 1864. 


After invading and burning Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania, on July 30, Confederate cavalry generals 
John McCausland and Bradley T. Johnson set out for 
western Maryland towards Cumberland, to disrupt traffic 
on the Baltimore and Ohio (B&O) Railroad. They also 
hoped to demand a ransom from the town or torch it as 
well. At 3 p.m. on August 1, the Confederates arrived at 
Folck's Mill, east of Cumberland. There, Union Brig. Gen. 
Benjamin F. Kelley, with three regiments of untrained and 
untested "100-days" troops and six pieces of artillery, met 
the Confederate advance. 
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As the Confederates arrived at the outskirts of town, 
Kelley's artillery, including Lieutenant Cunningham’s 2- 
cannon section, fired on the Confederate cavalry. Lacking 
familiarity with the local terrain and the strength of the 
opposing force, McCausland decided against an assault 
and brought up his own artillery. 


The gunners from both armies dueled for five hours 
until about 8 p.m., at which point McCausland withdrew, 
heading southeast to Old Town on the Potomac River. One 
man from the Battery L was severely wounded. 


The following day the Confederates prepared to cross 
the Potomac and head into West Virginia but found the 
bridges over the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal had been 
burned by Union Col. Israel Stough and his regiment of 
100-day troops. Stough deployed his force on the spit of 
land between the canal and river to contest the 
Confederate advance toward the river. 


After initially repulsing a charge by the Confederate 
cavalry, Stough was forced to retreat across the Potomac 
when the 21st Virginia successfully constructed a bridge 
and crossed the canal on his left flank. 


On the south bank of the river the Federals took cover 
in a blockhouse on the B&O Railroad and in an armored 
ordnance train operated by the Potomac Home Brigade 
that was stopped on the line. 


McCausland briefly considered an all-out charge on 
the blockhouse, but then thought it wise to first demand 
its surrender. The Federals in the blockhouse agreed to the 
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terms of surrender, and the Confederates crossed the river 
and headed to Springfield, West Virginia, where they 
rested until August 4th. 


Although the action around Cumberland was 
tactically inconclusive, Kelley's stand and cannon fire 
likely saved the town from being burned and greater 
damage being inflicted on the railroads. The stubborn 
resistance of Stough at the Potomac represented the first 
time McCausland's Confederates had been contested 
since invading Pennsylvania and burning Chambersburg. 


The Confederates continued south through West 
Virginia and menaced New Creek where they were 
opposed and driven off by the Battery L’s left section. 
Finally, on September 10, 1864, Battery L was reunited 
when Lieutenant McKenzie’s Section left Cumberland 
and returned to New Creek. 


On October 1, 1864, the Battery was split. Cannons 
were stationed at three different locations in West Virginia. 
The Center Section under First Lieutenant McAfee was at 
Grafton, the Right Section and Lieutenant Bagley were at 
Clarksburg, and the Left Section and Lieutenant 
McKenzie were at New Creek. 


Several weeks later, on October 28, 1864, Confederates 
raided New Creek which also served as a supply depot 
and captured the entire Left Section, one of Battery L’s 
commissioned officers (apparently Lieutenant McKenzie), 
48 soldiers, 68 horses and 3 artillery pieces. Lieutenant 
Bagley, who commanded the Right Section at Clarksburg, 
assumed command of all remaining troops in the Battery. 
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Lieutenant Cunningham took charge of the cannon 
section that remained at Clarksburg. 


Samuel Given was not among the captured Union 
soldiers at New Creek. During the war, only a few records 
show which cannon sections Samuel served in, or exactly 
where he was stationed. But pension records show that 
Samuel Given was detached from the Regiment and 
placed with the cannon Section at Clarksburg, West 
Virginia, in December 1864. 


B&O Railroad Bridge - Harper’s Ferry West Virginia 
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N NOVEMBER 26, 1864, Lieutenant McAfee with 

one gun and 18 men mounted horses and headed to 
Morefield in the company of the Sixth West Virginia 
Cavalry. They ran into a superior Confederate force and 
were driven back to New Creek with the loss of six men, 
eleven horses and one artillery piece. 


In less than one-month Battery L lost 4 of its 6-cannons. 
Troops remaining in the Battery, including Samuel Given's 
2-cannon section at Clarksburg, were ordered to relocate 
to the garrison at nearby Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. 
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They arrived on January 22, 1865, reporting to 
commanding General Stevenson. Battery L continued 
guard duty for two months at Harper’s Ferry until the war 
ended April 9, 1865, when Robert E. Lee’s Army of 
Northern Virginia surrendered to Ulysses S. Grant. 


Battery L, began the war with an Original Strength of 
87 soldiers. It gained 8 by new recruits, and 39 by re- 
enlistment for a total of 134 soldiers. Of these 3 were lost 
by death, 20 deserted, 2 transferred, 17 were discharged 
and 92 were mustered out. 
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Samuel was absent from duty when he presented sick 
in hospital at Frederick City, Maryland on February 28, 
1865. Medical records show he was also treated from 
January 28 to February 18, 1865, and from February 18, 
1865 to March 15, 1865 for a condition identified as “fever 
billimos.” He was then returned to duty on March 15, 
1865. A few days later, Private Samuel Given was 
mustered out still a Private at the end of his 3-year tour of 
duty on March 20, 1865. His discharge papers state that at 
War’s end he served in the same Irish unit he Volunteered 
to join three years earlier: Captain John Rourke’s 11th 
Battery: 


Harper's Ferry - War Ends 


KNOW YE, that Samuel Given, Private of 
John Rourke’s 11th Battery, First Regiment of 
Illinois Light Artillery, who was enrolled on 
the 19th day of March 1862 to serve three 
years or during the war, is hereby Discharged 
from the service of the United States on the 
20th day of March 1865, at Harper’s Ferry, 
Virginia by reason of expiration of time of 
service. (No objection to his being re-enlisted 
is known to exist.) Said Samuel Given was 
born in Ireland, is Thirty-Three years of age, 
Five foot Seven inches high, Fair complexion, 
Blue eyes, Light Hair, and by occupation, 
when enrolled, a Laborer. Given at Harper’s 
Ferry, VA this Seventeenth day of March 1865. 


After the war ended, Samuel requested a pension 
increase because of an injury to his right hand. He swore 
in his November 18, 1891, affidavit that while on duty at 
Jessie spring Creek, West Virginia, in June 1864, he 
“incurred injury of right hand, caused by a part of the fuse 
striking his right hand while firing a salute.” Later at a 
pension increase hearing on March 15, 1893, Samuel 
testified that “[the] cords were cut in fingers of [his] right 
hand, by [a] friction primer while firing a cannon at New 
Creek, West Virginia, in 1864.” These two accounts 
suggest that by the end of the war Private Samuel Given 
served as a member of one of the six cannon fire teams of 
Battery L. These are the only records suggesting Samuel’s 
individual service role during the Civil War. 
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He also testified that “in January 1865 he contracted 
rheumatism and heart disease by exposure and was 
treated at hospitals at Harpers Ferry, West Virginia and 
Frederick, Maryland.” Medical records support these 
hospitalizations. They suggest his health suffered from 
winter exposure in canvas tents during West Virginia’s 
freezing winter temperatures. 


At discharge the Army paid $9.00 to transport Samuel 
from Harper’s Ferry to Wheeling West, Virginia, on the 
B&O Railroad. He made his way home to Waldwick, 
Wisconsin from there, a distance of over 642 miles. That 
distance can be walked in about 11- 12 days. 


He was about 36 years old when he returned to 
Wisconsin, his wife Mary and his 5 young children. 
Catherine, his 8-year-old baby daughter waited to 
welcome him home. 


Samuel Given would survive the Civil War by over 30 
years. On October 18, 1890, he applied and was approved 
for a U.S. Civil War Pension as an “invalid” for his 
Artillery Battery service. After his death, Mary applied 
and after a long delay eventually received approval for a 
Widow’s Pension from his War Service. (U.S., Civil War 
Pension Index 1861-1934, application 947444, certificate 
no. 658120, Record p. 4341 of 4624). 
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1st Illinois Light Artillery, Battery L 


The Civil War in the East 


1st Illinois Artillery, Battery L 


United States Regiments & Batteries > Illinois 


12/30/21, 11:56 AM 


The 1st Illinois Light Artillery, Battery L lost 1 officer and 10 enlisted men to disease during the Civil War. 


1862 
February 22 Mustered in at Chicago, Ill. 
February-June Duty at Camp Douglas, Chicago, Ill., guarding prisoners 
June 14 Ordered to Harper's Ferry, W. Va. 


June 24 To New Creek 


Duty at New Creek, Petersburg, Romney, Cumberland, Md., Harper's Ferry and 
June-July other points in West Virginia guarding the line of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. 


Attached to Railroad District, Mountain Dept., West Virginia. 


July Attached to Railroad District, 8th Army Corps, Middle Dept. 
September Attached to Railroad District, West Virginia 
October 29 Action at Ridgville Road, near Petersburg 
November 9 South Fork of the Potomac River 
1863 
January Attached to Defenses Upper Potomac 
March Attached to 5th Brigade, 1st Division, 8th Army Corps 


https://civilwarintheeast.com/us-regiments-batteriesjillinois/1st-illinois-artillery-battery-I/ 
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Ast Illinois Light Artillery, Battery L 
April 25-27 
June 
September 4 
December 


December 31 to 
January 5 


April 
August 1 
August 4 


September 27 
to November 15 


November 6-8 


November 27- 
28 


January 
April 
July 10 
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Expedition to relief of Phillippi and Grafton 
Attached to Mulligan’s Brigade, Scammon’s Division, West Virginia 
Petersburg Gap 


Attached to 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, West Virginia 
Operations in Hampshire and Hardy Counties, W. Va. 


1864 
Attached to Reserve Division, Harper's Ferry, W. Va. 
Folck’s Mills, Attack on Cumberland, Md. 


New Creek 

1 Section at Grafton 

Expedition from New Creek to Moorefield 
Moorefield, near New Creek 


1865 
Attached to 3rd Division, West Virginia 
Attached to 2nd Division, West Virginia 


Mustered out 


©2021 Steve A. Hawks 


https://civilwarintheeast.com/us-regiments-batteries/illinois/1st-illinois-artillery-battery-l/ 
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CIVIL WAR VETERAN PENSION RECORD - SAMUEL and MARY GIVEN 


37-68 
Department of Nebraska Grand Army of the Republic 
Civil War Veterans Buried in Nebraska 


Private, 11 Battery... Wisconsin Lt.Art. 
it became Battery L, lst Illinois Lt. Art. 
Enlisted______- Discharged 


Remarks: 
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Post-War Farmer 


N THE 1800'S the United States began as a largely rural 
I nation, with most people living on farms or in small 
towns and villages. While the rural population continued 
to grow in the late 1800s, the urban population was 
growing much more rapidly. Still, a majority of Americans 
lived in rural areas in 1900. 


May 27 1862 - President Lincoln approved the 
Homestead Act of 1862, which granted full title of up to 
160 acres of land to settlers after five years of residence. 
Although good in principle, the act was _ badly 
administered, and as a result large amounts of land passed 
into the hands of large corporations through "dummy" 
homesteaders. Many families moved west hoping to find 
the last available homestead farmland. Much of it was in 
Nebraska where Daniel Freeman obtained the first 
homestead allotment of 160 acres. It was the start of the 
great-plains land rush. 


Fifteen years after the war ended daughter Catherine 
Given married Ole Clarke Anderson, at Fairplay, 
Wisconsin on September 6, 1880. Nine months later the 
young couple was living near Salem, Oregon when 
daughter Minerva was born on June 20, 1881. Oregon 
didn't pan out so they returned to Nebraska and settled on 
a farm in the Turkey Creek township midway between 
Bertrand and Elwood, Nebraska. Catherine and her 
husband Ole then cajoled or influenced most of her 
siblings and her parents to leave Wisconsin or Nebraska. 
The surviving children of Samuel Given moved on and 
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most joined Catherine in Nebraska. Only son Thomas 
moved south to Manchester, Delaware County, Iowa. The 
three others followed their baby sister Catherine to 
Nebraska. Samuel Jr. moved to Garfield, Nebraska. John 
M. Given moved to Bertrand, Nebraska where he married 
a girl named Mary Catherine Keoppel on Christmas Day 
1886. Sister Margaret married Henry Nancolas, moved to 
Bertrand, Nebraska, then LaJunta, Colorado and finally to 
California where she died in Modesto, California, on 
February 1, 1941. 


Samuel had acquired farmland in Waldwick, 
Wisconsin after the War. The 1870 US Census disclosed he 
owned a dry-land farm valued at $3,400 and personal 
property worth $1,250 for a total net worth of about $4,650 
Dollars. Adjusting for inflation his Wisconsin farm 
property would be equivalent to $109,000 Dollars today. 
But with all their children gone, Samuel and Mary Given 
eventually followed daughter Catherine and other 
children to Bertrand, Nebraska. They relocated sometime 
in late 1885. In Nebraska, Samuel acquired a 160-acre 
farm that was encumbered by a $1,000 mortgage. 
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Farm Politics’ 1885-1900. 


RY-LAND FARMING in Nebraska was a tough life. 

Many Americans settled on the plains in the 1880s. 
Abundant rainfall in the 1880s and the promise of free 
land under the Homestead Act drew many new settlers to 
the great plains. When dry weather returned, the 
homesteaders' crops failed, sending many of them into 
debt, farther west, or back to the east or south. 


Weather and rainfall weren’t the only trouble. After 
the Civil War agricultural prices began a long decline that 
lasted for a generation. Between 1870 and 1897 wheat fell 
from $106 per bushel to $63; corn fell from $43 to $29; and 
cotton fell from 15 cents a pound to five cents. One cause 
was overproduction occasioned by the expansion of the 
agricultural domain—it doubled during the same 
period—coupled with more efficient farming methods 
and introduction of new farm machinery. 


The Homestead Act encouraged new farmers to plow 
and plant thousands of new acres of farmland in Nebraska 
and Kansas increasing American grain production. 
Increased production overseas also contributed to an 
abundance of grain. At the same time farmers’ costs of 
operation remained constant or increased. These costs 
included freight rates, interest on loans, and the cost of 
new machinery and other needed commodities. 


However, U.S. farmers did not recognize the 
complexities of their problems. They believed they were 
the victims of a conspiracy generated by the railroad 
companies, the bankers, the grain elevator operators, and 
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conservative politicians who favored a money system 
based on the gold standard. The “gold standard theory” 
was an outgrowth of the specie theory of money which 
held that precious metals must stand behind the 
circulating medium (money) to give it value. This system 
tended to keep money scarce and prices low. The value of 
a dollar remained constant or became more valuable. 


Farmers and their political leaders, on the other hand, 
adhered to the quantity theory of money which held that 
the amount of currency in circulation should be flexible 
(based on production) in order to meet the needs of all 
producers and debtors as well as creditors. A system 
based on this “easy money theory” would tend to enlarge 
the money supply and make credit more easily available. 
It would also tend to drive prices up through inflation. 


The debate over “gold standard vs easy money” or 
“stable prices vs inflation” has never been settled and 
continues in modern politics. Inflation generally helps 
debtors. For example, if a dollar loses 20% of its value 
through inflation that means the same dollar can only 
purchase 80 cents of goods afterwards. Thus, borrowers 
can use the cheaper 80 cent dollars to repay old debts that 
were made when a dollar was still worth a dollar. Debts 
originally lent with a full dollar are repaid with much 
smaller dollars. The borrowers win and the lenders lose. 
Politicians still pander to voters on this issue. 


Easy money and inflation make everyone feel good, 
even if inflation makes everyone poorer. For example, it 
now takes $9.37 to purchase the same amount of goods 
$1.00 would purchase in 1965. Stated differently, if your 
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1965 salary was $15,000 you would need a salary of 
$140,550 in 2023, just to have the same purchasing power. 
But there’s a catch. With the higher $140,550 income, the 
government would take a much larger share as an income 
tax, giving politicians more tax revenue to spend on 
buying votes. 


In 1890, Farmers sought redress of their grievances 
through organization. There were three major efforts: the 
Grange, the Farmers' Alliance, and the Populist Party. 
Each came to West-Central Nebraska to recruit farmers. 
Each had a platform consisting of several demands, but 
two demands received more emphasis than others: 
government regulation of the railroads and currency and 
banking reform. 


The first farmers’ organization of the post-war period 
was the National Grange of Patrons of Husbandry, better 
known as the Grange. Founded in 1867 by Oliver H. 
Kelley, it was established as a social club that allowed 
farmers and their families to improve their lives through 
mutual aid. 


By 1875 the Grange claimed a membership of 800,000, 
mostly in the Midwest and South. By this time also, the 
organization had shifted its focus from social to political 
and financial matters and had become a lobby. The 
Grangers advocated railroad regulation by the states and 
they wanted the federal government to leave in circulation 
large amounts of new paper money that had been issued 
during the Civil War. 
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The Grange and other groups that wanted to print 
more money and inflate the currency so farmers could 
repay loans with inflated (and less valuable) dollars. It 
had no success because the government brought paper 
money to a par with gold in 1875 through the Specie 
Resumption Act. 


However, their efforts aimed at railroad regulation 
were more promising. Beginning in 1871, several states 
led by Illinois passed laws controlling railroad freight 
rates and grain elevator charges. The railroads fought 
these measures, which they called "Granger Laws," in 
federal court, where they were ruled unconstitutional. 
Though the Granger Laws were declared 
unconstitutional, they marked the beginning of a new era 
in which government would assume more responsibility 
for regulating the actions of common carriers and their 
associated businesses. 


In addition to their political ventures the Grangers 
went into business. They set up cooperative creameries, 
elevators, and warehouses; they also organized insurance 
companies and attempted the manufacture and sale of 
farm machinery. Eventually, most of these ventures failed 
because of intense competition or mismanagement but 
some continued into the 1980’s in West-Central Nebraska. 
They were an early membership-based businesses model 
later successfully copied by Costco and Sam’s Club. 


By the late 1870s the Grange was declining and was 
replaced at the forefront of the agrarian revolt by the 
Farmers’ Alliance. Between the mid 1870s and 1880 two 
Alliances emerged: the Northwestern, or Northern 
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Alliance, and the Farmers' Alliance and Industrial Union, 
better known as the Southern Alliance. 


The Northern Alliance was founded in Illinois in 1880, 
and soon spread to other Midwestern states, especially 
Nebraska, Kansas and Iowa. By 1882 the Alliance claimed 
to have 100,000 members. After that it declined for a 
while, but hard times in the late 1880s spurred further 
growth. By 1890 the Northern Alliance had become a force 
to be reckoned with. 


The Southern Alliance began in 1875, as a cattlemen's 
association but soon grew into a statewide organization 
with both a social and political agenda. It appealed to 
farmers because it was portrayed as a cooperative 
business venture. With cotton prices collapsing this idea 
seemed to offer a ray of hope. 


By the end of the 1880s both national Alliances had 
identical platforms. They called for government 
regulation or ownership of the railroads, currency reform, 
abolition of the national banks, and abolition of alien land 
ownership. As their goals were similar there was talk of 
union, but it never occurred. This was because of the race 
issue—the Northern Alliance allowed black farmers to 
join—and because the Southern Alliance was larger. 
Northern leaders correctly feared they would lose their 
positions in a combined Alliance. 


Like the Grange, the Alliances had a social program 
designed to improve the lives of farmers and_ their 
families. It consisted of meetings, picnics, debates, musical 
performances, and the like. There was an educational 
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program carried on through lectures and publications. 
Like, the Grange, the Alliances also entered business, 
usually by forming cooperatives to buy and sell products 
and insurance. These efforts were temporarily successful 
but eventually most of them failed. 


More important was the Alliances' entry into politics. 
They wanted reforms and pursued them by attempting to 
influence politicians in the major parties to adopt their 
platforms. In 1890 numerous Alliance men were elected to 
office in states like Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, South 
Carolina and Georgia. However, there were not enough of 
them to achieve all their goals and this led many to 
consider the creation of a national third party. 


The Peoples' party—better known as the Populist 
Party was born at a meeting in St. Louis in 1891. It held its 
first national convention in Omaha the following year and 
nominated James B. Weaver of Iowa for president. The 
party platform reflected the demands of the Farmers' 
Alliances but there was a major change in the money 
plank. It now called for the remonetization of silver in 
order to expand the money supply. Silver had been 
demonetized in 1873, restored in 1878, and demonetized 
again in 1893. Demonetization means that silver was 
dropped as a basis for the value of currency. The dollar 
was backed only by gold reserves at the time. The new 
party wanted a return of the easy money. 


In the election of 1892 Weaver polled nearly a million 
votes, mostly in the Midwest. During the next four years 
the party flourished. It elected numerous members to state 
legislatures and several governors. Free and unlimited 
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coinage of silver at 16 to one became the party's battle cry. 
This meant the Populists wanted the United States 
Treasury to buy all the silver produced by U.S mines, peg 
its value at 1/16th that of gold, and mint as much silver 
coinage as possible. They believed that this formula 
would create a financial system that would meet their 
needs by producing a controlled inflation. 


In 1896 the Democrats, led by William Jennings Bryan 
(1860-1925) of Nebraska, adopted the Populist platform 
for the presidential campaign. In his famous "Cross of 
Gold" speech, Bryan mesmerized the Democratic 
convention with his eloquence and became the party 
nominee for President. 
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The Republicans, led by William McKinley (1843- 
1901), supported the gold standard. McKinley won in a 
very close election. McKinley was murdered by an 
assassin in 1901, and Vice President Theodore Roosevelt 
became the new President. 


After the Republican victory farm prices began to 
improve. This was because new discoveries of gold in 
Alaska increased the money supply and because the 
Treasury put more banknotes into circulation creating an 
easy money environment without formally announcing it 
abandoned or modified the gold standard. The Populist 
party collapsed and the farmers' revolt was over. 
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RRIVING IN BERTRAND, Nebraska, in late 1885, 

Samuel joined other new Swedish immigrants who 
had purchased land from Burlington & Missouri Railroad 
real estate agents sent to Sweden. The railroad would 
provide 10-year loans to farmers purchasing its land. 


At the same time that homesteaders were getting free 
land from the government, large tracts of land were 
granted to railroads by both the states and the federal 
government. The goal was to encourage the railroads to 
build their tracks where few people lived, and to help 
settle the country. The federal government was especially 
interested in creating a transportation system that would 
link the eastern and western coasts. Not only would a 
transcontinental railroad help populate the Great Plains, 
but it would tie the country together and also provide 
links to the potentially rich Asian trade. As a result, 
railroad sold bonds and raised capital to build the railroad 
lines. Once completed, railroad acquired ownership of 
millions of acres of land which they could then sell to 
immigrant farmers repay the bonds used to finance the 
initial construction. 


Even before the railroads were constructed, Nebraska 
had been surveyed by government surveyors who often 
had to fight off Indian attacks. The Government survey 
used a township and range grid system to identify each 
square mile of land. Each township was 6 miles by 6 miles 
square and contained 36 numbered sections. Each section 
contained 640 acres and was one square mile. Each 
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section was further subdivided into Quarter Sections of 
160 acres, the precise size of free Homestead land. 


Approximately 16 percent of Nebraska’s total land 
mass was given to various railroad companies, either by 
the federal government or by the state. Along the lines of 
the state’s two major railroads, the Union Pacific and the 
Burlington & Missouri, every other square mile of land 
(called a "section") went to the railroads. This 
checkerboard of land extended back twenty miles on both 
sides of the track. So, the railroads owned a total of twenty 
sections of land for each mile of road constructed. 
Railroads cleverly laid out their new routes to capture the 
most prime farmland. 


The sections were bundled into “Townships” of 36 
sections. The sections were numbered 1 though 36 in each 
Township starting at the Northeast Corner and ending at 
the Southeast Corner of each Township. The Union Pacific 
and Burlington & Missouri railroad received all odd 
numbered sections, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 etc. The even numbered 
sections were available for homesteaders who could live 
there five years. 


Thousands of pioneers traveled to and through 
Nebraska in covered wagons. But after the first railroad 
was completed across the state in 1867, thousands more 
took the train to Nebraska. When the transcontinental 
railroad was completed in 1869, people could travel from 
coast to coast quite comfortably. The Oregon Trail was 
gradually abandoned. Railroads encouraged settlers to 
move to Nebraska and had a tremendous impact on 
settlement. 
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The Samuel Given farm was a small 160-acre 
homestead described as the South East Quarter, Section 9, 
Township 6, North of Range 20, West of the 6th Prime 
Meridian, Phelps County, Nebraska. 


Today, it lies on County Road 3, two miles east and 440- 
yards South of Nebraska State Highway 23 and the 
Burlington Northern railroad line that runs east to west 
through southern Nebraska. 


He was not a homesteader. Since section 9 was 
included in the government grant to the Burlington & 
Missouri Railroad Samuel Given most likely bought his 
160-acre farm directly from the railroad with Burlington 
also providing a 10-year loan for the purchase price. 
Other settlers buying railroad land were charged around 
$800 for 160-acre farm or $5.00 per acre. The Given farm 
was encumbered by a $1,000 mortgage. It is likely $800 
was the standard land sale price for 160 acres and an extra 
$200 was used for lumber to build a new farm home. Title 
was held in Samuel's name alone. Mary was not named as 
a joint or tenant-in-common owner. She never owned an 
interest in the land. Despite their long-term marriage. 
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HROUGH THE SETTLEMENT years, there were four 

major laws that made land available to settlers for 
free — the Preemption Act of 1841, the Homestead Act of 
1862, the Timber Culture Act of 1873, and the Kinkaid Act 
of 1904. Some settlers paid $15 in filing fees for a 
homestead with free land. Why did settlers buy land from 
railroads when they could have had land for free? 


For one thing, the railroads had more to gain, so they 
advertised. Once the railroads had located and patented 
their land, they were very anxious to sell the land beside 
the tracks as quickly and profitably as possible. They 
wanted paying customers who would ship goods to 
markets and buy things from those markets. The closer a 
farmer was to the railroad, the easier it was to ship crops 
and livestock to market. Land agents were hired by the 
railroads and sent to major cities in the East and to most 
northern and central European countries, including 
Sweden. 


They flooded those places with advertisements about 
the valuable land in the West and especially in Nebraska. 
If you were interested, the railroad would put you on a 
special land-seeking train. If you decided to buy, the price 
of the train ticket would be applied to the price of the land. 
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ipal Due rental beginning Four Years after purchase. 
. DEDUCTED FROM 10 YEARS PRICE, FOR CASH. 
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Together, the Burlington and Union Pacific Railroads 
had sold more than 7 million acres to private purchasers. 
Over 9.6 million acres was obtained free of charge under 
the Homestead Act. The railroads did not abandon settlers 
after they sold them the land. 


Railroads supported agricultural improvement 
programs that would help make farmers more successful. 
This would create more need for their transportation 
services. The more the farmers succeeded, the more the 
railroads succeeded. And as the railroads grew, they 
played a huge role in the politics, economy and history of 
Nebraska. 
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OR UNION SOLDIERS, the pension system began in 

1862. Soldiers who were disabled as a result of their 
service were eligible for pensions; the amount depended 
on their rank and their injury. Dependents (widows and 
children) of soldiers who were killed on duty were also 
eligible. No one got rich from these early pensions. A 
“totally disabled” private received just $8/month from 
the first pension system. But amounts increased as it 
became necessary to recruit soldiers to a war that was no 
longer popular or easy, and pensions served as recruiting 
tools. 


The actual application process required the veteran to 
fill out a detailed form about his service, disability, and 
current status. The applicant was also required to supply 
witnesses to all of the above and then to submit to a 
physical examination by approved physicians if the 
pension was related to a disability. All of this work 
required time, travel, and money that many veterans did 
not have to spare. 


Pension attorneys could help with the process in 
exchange for future financial reward. So, the pension 
system created a whole new profession, pension lawyers 
based mainly in Washington, D.C. who worked the 
system to their own advantage and became the stars of 
political cartoons. 
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As time moved on the veterans and their families 
needed more and more assistance, even if they had 
survived the war relatively intact. The biggest single 
change to the pension system came in 1890 with the 
Dependent Pension Act. 


Since most veterans did some kind of manual labor to 
support themselves and their families, their ability to do 
so declined over time, and political pressure for more help 
increased (as did the public pleading and _ private, 
desperate letters). The 1890 Act expanded eligibility to 
veterans who were disabled and unable to do manual 
labor even if that disability was not a direct result of the 
war. They just had to have served ninety days and been 
honorably discharged. That made Samuel Given eligible 
for a Civil War Pension. The financial help arrived just in 
time. 


Samuel Given eventually learned of the new pension 
act and immediately applied for his pension in late 1890 
when he was 64 years old. He appointed Washington, 
D.C. attorney George E. Lemon with his power of attorney 
to prosecute his pension application. His first pension 
application was filed October 18, 1890, on the basis of 
chronic rheumatism, bleeding piles, diarrhea, disease of 
the heart and partial deafness. This last disability is 
understandable for an artilleryman. 


By 1885, Samuel had moved to Nebraska and met H.E. 
Harrington, M.D., his local Bertrand, Nebraska physician. 
Dr. Harrington had over 10 years’ experience, and 
supported Samuels initial pension application. His April 
27, 1892, affidavit certified that he began treating Samuel 
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in December 1885, for heart disease, rheumatism and 
general disability. Stating: “his heart is so bad he can 
scarcely do any labor. He is an old man and that taken 
together with his disease renders him almost unable to do 
any work. His disability is permanent.” 


Several months later on June 24, 1891, Samuel 
appeared for examination by a 3-man Pension Board in 
nearby Orleans, Nebraska. The board members were John 
McPherson, W.A. Banwell and S. Sadler. He told the 
board: 


“T’ve had heart disease for the last ten 
years. It comes on suddenly and smothers 
me. [have not got the piles now nor diarrhea, 
but they come on me occasionally.” 


The board proceeded with a physically exam. They 
found he weighed just 130 pounds, was 5 feet 7 inches tall, 
had a normal temperature 98.5, and a pulse rate of 88 beats 
per minute. He was 63 years old. They further found: 


“This man has rheumatism affecting the 
hips and lower extremities. He walks quite 
stiff at the hips and knees today, and 
complains of pain and soreness in these joints, 
although they are not swollen. There is 
insufficiency of the mitral value and a 
regurgitant murmur can be distinctly hear 
over the heart. He has no diarrhea or piles at 
present. He is slightly dull of hearing but not 
in a pensionable degree 10/40 both ears. 
Except as stated no other disease exists.” 
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His pension application was approved, and granted on 
September 18, 1891. Samuel received pension payments 
of $10.00 per month starting October 18, 1890. Although 
calculated monthly, the pension was distributed and paid 
out quarterly. When he died on December 8, 1895, he was 
receiving $30.00 in pension payments every 3 months 
($10.00 per month and $120/year). 


A supplemental pension application was immediately 
made on November 27, 1891, for a pension increase based 
on an injury of Samuel’s right hand and other illness. He 
was re-examined 16 months later on March 15, 1893, by a 
new Pension Board based in Elwood, Nebraska. The 
board members included J.C. Pace, and Milo Robertson. 
Samuel reported to the board he suffered a disability to his 
right hand and alternate attacks of diarrhea, constipation, 
and also piles. 


He claimed to have a “choking, smothered 
sensation in the breast and has at times 
become insensible or nearly so, and fallen 
after exertion. He complained of great 
weakness, “can do no work.” His stomach 
bloats after eating. The cords were cut in the 
fingers of his right hand, by a friction primer 
while firing a cannon at New Creek West 
Virginia in 1864. 


Again, the board conducted a physical exam. He 
weighed 130 pounds, was 5 feet, 7 inches tall, had a pulse 
rate of 84 and was 66 years old. The board observed: 
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Applicant does not look older than stated 
age. Body is not well nourished. He appears 
quite a feeble old man. Cardiac pulsations 
can be plainly seen over epigastrium. The 
first sound of the heart is greatly prolonged, 
and the second sound is very short. The 
sound of the blood rushing through the left 
heart is greatly augmented, and we are 
satisfied that there is mitral stenosis. Face is 
much flushed. For heart trouble we 
recommend he receive a_ten-eighteenths 
rating. 


We find he has considerable rheumatic 
trouble in shoulders. There is marked 
crepitation in right shoulder joint, and slight 
crepitation in left. Passive motion of these 
joints must needs be performed slowly, on 
account of pain. Is unable to remove or put 
on coat without help. 


Percussion shows epigastrium to be very 
tympanitic; tongue is coated; he has two piles 
at the present time on the right margin of 
anus, and there are several scars about the 
anus of piles that have been present. 
Alternate attacks of diarrhea and constipation 
are probably caused by gastric catarrh. For 
gastric catarrh with diarrhea and piles we 
recommend him to receive and_ eight 
eighteenths rating. 
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There are several scars on the second joints 
(from the distal ends) of 2” and 3” fingers of 
right hand; and he says that these scars are 
oftimes the site of running sores. The above- 
named joint of the 2” finger is completely 
ankylosed, and there is very little motion in 
above named joint of 3” finger. For injury to 
these fingers were recommend him to receive 
a six-eighteenth rating. We find no other 
disabilities. 


On December 20, 1895, more than 30 months after his 
last physical exam, the Pension Board finally denied 
Samuel's increase application. But, Samuel had died 12 
days earlier. He never learned the bad news. 
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AMUEL GIVEN NEVER fully repaid his 1885 

mortgage loan. He died in his Bertrand farm home on 
December 8, 1895, at age 67. A.J. Sandstrom, the local 
undertaker buried him the next day, December 9, 1895, 
laying him to rest in the Bertrand, Nebraska, Highland 
Cemetery. 


He was not wealthy. At death, he owned a modest 
amount of land and personal property. His property 
included one horse, valued at $30; two cows valued at 
$40.00; 9 pigs valued at $45.00, and some farm tools 
valued at $25.00. His largest asset was his 160-acre dry- 
land Nebraska farm near Bertrand, Nebraska. It is 
doubtful it was worth much more than its $500 mortgage 
balance. But in 2023, the farm is now irrigated by a center- 
pivot sprinkler system increasing its value to more than 
$5,000 per acre or $800,000. 


But in 1895, dry-land farm was not a valuable asset. 
Because of his age and medical problems, Samuel was 
unable to operate the farm and rented it to a tenant farmer 
who paid 1/3 of the annual crops to him as a landlord’s 
rental share. Thus, each year, the family received about 
660 bushels of dry-land corn. 


Depending on corn prices, which had dropped in 
western Nebraska and now averaged about 8.5 cents per 
bushel, the family received about $56.00 per year from the 
farm. But, since the farm was encumbered by a $1,000.00 
mortgage with 9% interest, (with an unpaid balance of 
$500 when he died), Samuel and Mary were obligated for 
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interest payments of about $45 each year. They were also, 
obliged to pay annual property taxes on the farm leaving 
little or no income for them to live on. The 1896 assessed 
value of the farmland for property tax purposes was 
$406.00 (less than the $500 mortgage debt) and the taxable 
farm personal property assessed value was $52.00. 


They would have used their livestock and a garden for 
food. Life was hard and only Samuel's $10 monthly 
pension allowed them to survive financially, and live 
independently. | However, Samuel's Pension ended 
immediately upon his death, leaving Mary in a desperate 
situation. 


Samuel survived to see the birth of 8 of daughter 
Catherine’s 10 children on her farm further South in the 
Turkey Creek precinct of Phelps County, Nebraska. In 
addition to her children and grandchildren, Mary also 
corresponded and kept in touch with her younger brother 
David Hilton, who had immigrated to Lucerne, Warren 
County, New York. 


76 


Death 


Samuel L. Given grave - Bertrand, NE Cemetery 
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OR WIDOWS, ELIGIBILITY rules focused on date of 

marriage and if they had remarried. Early pensions 
required that the service member must have died in 
service, the widow had to have been married to him at the 
time of his death, and she could not have remarried. As 
the rules for veterans changed, so did the rules for 
widows. 


The new 1890 Pension Act allowed widows to receive 
pensions if their husbands were disabled for any reason at 
the time of their death, not just due to injuries received in 
service. On January 9th 1896, shortly after Samuel’s death 
Mary applied for a Civil War Widow’s pension, based on 
her husband’s war time service. She was illiterate and 
chose Washington, D.C. Attorney John D. Kinney to assist 
in her pension application. 


Things did not go smoothly, and Mary suffered 
extreme financial hardships in the years following 
Samuel's death. In her Pension application, Mary stated 
she and Samuel married in 1848, the year Thomas was 
born. She was unable to read or write and her application 
gave the wrong year for her marriage to Samuel. She 
signed the application with her mark - an X. She was then 
forced to obtain her 1850 marriage record from Ireland to 
correct the error. It took more than 18 months to secure an 
official record to correct this error. Without pension 
income she was destitute. 


The new minister of the Second Presbyterian Church in 
Ballymena, County Antrim Ireland, confirmed the 
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January 5, 1850 marriage between Samuel Given and 
Mary Ann Hilton in a new certificate signed on June 24, 
1897. Mary and her attorney then submitted the marriage 
certification along with multiple affidavits from Mary, the 
Phelps County Judge, family members, her brother in 
New York attesting to the marriage; confirming that Mary 
had not remarried; and confirming that Samuel had been 
honorably discharged after service during the Civil War. 


Almost three year after Samuel's death, Mary’s 
application was finally approved on September 19, 1898 
and she began receiving a Civil War Widows pension of 
$8.00 per month ($96.00/year). Mary Given died fifteen 
months later on December 18, 1899, at age 69. She was 
buried in the Oakland Cemetery in Manchester, Iowa, 
where she had gone to live. As her oldest son Thomas had 
settled and worked as a carpenter in Manchester since 
leaving Wisconsin and cared for her in her final days. 
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ISTER CATHERINE INFLUENCED most of her 

siblings to leave Wisconsin. Born in Waldwick, lowa 
County, Wisconsin, on February 9, 1857, Catherine was 
four (4) when the Civil War began in 1861 and her father 
left to serve in the Union Army. She was eight (8) when he 
returned home in 1865. Fifteen years later, at age 23, she 
fell in love and married Ole Clarke Anderson, at Fairplay, 
Wisconsin on September 6, 1880. She was the youngest 
child, and perhaps a family favorite. 


The Anderson newlyweds soon moved and settled on 
a farm in Western Nebraska south of Bertrand, Nebraska 
around 1881. Son Thomas moved to Manchester, 
Delaware County, Iowa but the other three siblings 
followed their baby sister to the Bertrand, Nebraska area. 
Samuel Jr. moved to nearby Garfield. John M. Given also 
moved to Bertrand where he married a girl named Mary 
Catherine Keoppel on Christmas Day 1886. Sister 
Margaret married Henry Nancolas, moved to Bertrand, 
then LaJunta, Colorado and finally to California where she 
died in Modesto, California, on February 1, 1941. 


Ole Clarke Kleppe was a young farm boy from a 
nearby Norwegian farm family living in Moscow, 
Wisconsin, he was only 10 miles East of the Samuel Given 
farm near Waldwick. His parents were Anders and Live 
Kleppe. He was born in Al Buskerud, Norway on July 20, 
1851, and he was just one year old when his parents 
immigrated to the US and began farming in lowa County 
in Southern Wisconsin, near Waldwick. Upon reaching 
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maturity Ole followed the Norwegian custom and 
adopted a new surname honoring his father Anders 
Kleppe thus becoming Ole Clarke “Anderson.” 


“ Vy 


Catherine Given 
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Ole Clarke Anderson 
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Bertrand is almost on the 100th Parallel, an important 
North/South Meridian. It was a difficult life on the edge 
of what some considered an American desert because at 
the 100th parallel rainfall drops off dramatically as you 
travel further West. It was considered the edge of the 
habitable zone of the frontier. The climate and geography 
were much more severe than Wisconsin with some years 
of less than 14 inches of rain or snow precipitation. By 
contrast, Nevada which is the driest State, has 10.2 inches 
of rainfall annually while Wisconsin averages 30-34 inches 
annually. 


The climate is extreme Arctic cold in winter and 
extreme summer heat with prevailing wind speeds of 20- 
30 miles per hour year-round. There were no trees, lakes 
or rivers. Water came from hand-dug wells or from 
“Turkey Creek” that was nearby. Later wind-powered 
“Windmills” made from wood or later iron dotted the 
landscape pumping much needed water for households 
and farm animals. There were few trees and a horizon of 
waving tall grass. There were no nearby railroads, or 
roads. There were no stores, villages or cities nearby. 
There were a few bands of wandering Indians following 
herds of buffalo. A horse or oxen drawn plow was the 
only piece of farm machinery. Most work, plowing, 
harvesting by hand and raising animals was little changed 
from the middle-ages in Ireland and Europe. Large 
families helped provide much needed farm labor to help 
the family survive. 
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Lacking abundant timber, most settlers burrowed 
home into hillside caves or built homes from strips of 
egrass-filled sod stacked like bricks. Wood, if available was 
only used for roof support. Some even used sod over 
wood poles to roof their homes. Nearby a stagecoach trail 
ran north/south from Norton, Kansas to Lexington, 
Nebraska, the nearest water station on the Union Pacific 
Railroad line that extended from Omaha, Nebraska to San 
Francisco, California. Lexington was approximately 30 
miles North of the homestead. 


The Homestead Act of 1862 provided 160 acres of free 
land to anyone who agreed to farm the land. The first 
homestead grant went to Daniel Freeman in Eastern 
Nebraska in 1862. By 1890, 373,000 homesteads had been 
granted and Nebraska and other prairie states had been 
settled. 


Thus, a homesteader could receive a homestead grant 
of one Quarter-Section of land containing 160 acres. It was 
enough to live on but just barely. All farming was done by 
hand and with horses. More than a quarter of all wheat, 
corn, oats, barley or other grain was used to feed horses 
and farm animals. The balance could be sold for cash to 
buy home goods. A vegetable garden provided the food 
they didn’t need to purchase. With no electricity or ice 
supply, all food was canned and stored in a bunker like 
“root cellar” which served as a tornado shelter when 
severe storms suddenly appeared. 


Becoming dry-land farmers, Catherine and Ole 
Anderson had 10 children born on their prairie home 
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between 1881 and 1900. Each child was born at home as 
no hospitals existed. 


After five daughters the family likely felt they would 
never have a son. However, they were wrong. Their first 
son, William LeRoy Anderson was born on their Phelps 
County farm on November 8, 1890. He was the sixth child. 
Another daughter followed him. 


LeRoy was the chosen middle name for their first son 
and it comes from the Norman French, who were 
descendants of Norse Vikings from Norway, Denmark 
and Iceland. The derivation is from le roy or “the royal” a 
reference to “the King.” Certainly, with his five older 
sister’s doting on him, baby William would be the family's 
new favorite and “King.” 
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But his reign as the only son was short lived. A brother, 
John Henry, was born four years later in October 1894. 
Two more daughters followed him. In total there were 
ten (10) children, eight daughters and two sons. 


The eight daughters married and became: Minerva 
Aker; Luella A. Parkins; Ethel Claudia Cross; Siscelia 
Josephine Miller; Blanch Bernice Cook; Viola L. Hodgson; 
Sybil H. Dannehl and Elaine Dephny Walters. 


Sadly, Catherine died March 19, 1911, from typhoid 
fever while tending others suffering from the fever. She 
was a young 54 and was buried at the Highland Cemetery 
in Bertrand, Nebraska near her father. She survived her 
father by 16 years. 


1911 William LeRoy Anderson and 
members of Ole C. Anderson family aft@gjdeath of mother 


q 


Catherine Anderson ] 
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The family was extremely close knit, a credit to their 
mother Catherine. Throughout their lives they stayed 
close and enjoyed each other's company organizing a 
large annual family reunion attended by 75-100 
descendants on the first Sunday in June. It was held at the 
4-H Building located on the Dawson County Fair Grounds 
in Lexington, Nebraska. The large reunions continued 
until the 1970's. By then most of Catherine's children had 
died. 


Most of Catherine's children, including sons William 
LeRoy and John Henry had large families and remained 
near the Phelps County farm and the nearby villages of 
Bertrand and Elwood which had grown larger once the 
Burlington & Missouri Railroad line was completed. 
Elwood lies 13 miles west of Bertrand, Nebraska. 
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Three years after Catherine’s death, William LeRoy 
married Meryl Joy Whisler, who was from a neighboring 
farm family near Homerville, Nebraska. They had grown 
up together. The young couple travelled 30 miles North 
by horse-drawn wagon arriving in Lexington, Nebraska, 
where they married on February 8, 1913. William was 22 
and Meryl was just past 18. 


They returned home and rented a farm near 
Homerville, Nebraska. Four years later in December 1917, 
they contracted to buy a Homerville farm and in March 
1919 acquired it and moved in. It was located on the 
North edge of Homerville, Nebraska, the 1883 County 
Seat that became a ghost-town when Elwood became the 
center of local Gosper County government. The Anderson 
farm eventually totaled 480 acres. 


William L. Anderson farm, Homerville, Gosper CowsNE1950's 
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Grandson William LeRoy Anderson 


William LeRoy and Meryl had seven children between 
1913 and 1928. Four sons and three daughters. Verne 
Leslie (b. 1914) and Clarke William (b. 1916) were the first 
sons. 


William Leroy Anderson Family -e------- from left, Vera, Clara, Meryl, 
William Jr., Verne, William Sr., ‘Clarke, Alta, and Lynn Anderson 


The two sons, were followed by three sisters who 
married and became Clara Mery! Rosfeld (b. 1917); Vera 
Arlene Ziebell (b. 1918) and Alta Garnet Sanders (b. 1920). 
Then two more sons: Lynne LeRoy (b. 1923) and William 
Junior (b. 1928). 


In the late 1960's William continued farming using 
horses and all his children worked with him on the farm. 
They continued the same lifestyle his grandfather Samuel 
Given had lived. 
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Grandson William LeRoy Anderson 


f ‘About 1927-28 Willa Anderson farm, Gosper County, Nebraska 


(Clarke Wiliam Anderson 


The family home was always open to visitors and 
Williams, brother and sisters visited often. 
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Grandson William LeRoy Anderson 


William LeRoy lived to meet his new 18-month-old 
Great-Grandson, Joel Anderson (b. 1969) in Kearney, 
Nebraska in January 1971. Grandson LeRoy Anderson 
graduated from Kearney State College the same day. 


p From left-Clarke , Meryl, LeRoy, baby Joel, William Anderson January 1971 § 
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Grandson William LeRoy Anderson 


On December 26, 1971, the day after Christmas 
William LeRoy Anderson died of Prostate Cancer. He was 
81 and had lived his entire life farming within 15 miles of 
his grandparents and parents’ prairie farms. He survived 
his Grandfather Samuel Given by 76 years. He was five 
years old when Samuel Given died and William was one 
of the last of Samuel's grandchildren to have seen and 
known him before his death in 1895. 
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conclusion 


AMUEL GIVEN’S CIVIL War service is something for 

all his descendants to take pride in. He was a mature 
family man who became a Union Volunteer, not a coerced 
draftee. 


Battery L, 1st Illinois Artillery had a distinguished 
service record filled with many battle engagements. We 
do not know the exact battles he fought in, and although 
Samuel probably did not participated in every 
engagement, there can be no doubt he faced enemy 
soldiers on many occasions. Since he served in an 
Artillery Battery, he was never issued or carried a rifle or 
handgun. But, he was a member of a fire team and he did 
fire its cannons which were often decisive in battle 
outcomes. 
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


WAS BORN in 1949, in Lexington, Nebraska, and now 
live in Johns Creek a suburb of Atlanta, Georgia. 


I am a Grandson of William LeRoy Anderson. I am a 
Great Grandson of Catherine and Ole Anderson. Finally, 
I am a 2nd Great Grandson of Samuel L. Given and his 
wife Mary Anne Hilton. 


I graduated from the University of Nebraska College 
of Law in 1973, and practiced law in North Platte, 
Nebraska until 1988. I moved to Los Angeles, California, 
becoming a partner in a 70 person Beverly Hills law firm. 


After 45 years of law practice, I'm now retired and live 
near multiple Civil War battle sites that were part of the 
Battle of Atlanta and near the infamous Confederal Prison 
Camp at Andersonville, near Americus, Georgia. The 
Northwest portion of the prison yard is where Wisconsin 
Union soldiers huddled together and helped each other to 
survive. Those soldiers included Samuel Given's fellow 
soldiers captured at various times during the Civil War. 
Even though assigned to the Illinois Infantry, they were 
always Irishmen from Wisconsin. 


I was born and raised in Lexington, Nebraska and 
spent much of my pre-teen years at the farm owned by his 
grandfather, William LeRoy Anderson. Life on the farms 
near Bertrand and Elwood was little different from the 
1880 homestead of Catherine Given and Ole Anderson or 
the homestead of Catherine's father Samuel. 
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Before 1958 the rural Nebraska farms had no electric 
service, no indoor plumbing, bathrooms or central 
heating. Light came from kerosene lamps. A hand crank 
wall telephone was a modern convenience. No television. 
A radio was powered by a car battery. A foot-pedal driven 
singer sewing machine made all clothing. 


In the 1960's William Anderson still owned a Ford 
Model T, and a modern 1950 Ford 2-door sedan. He 
farmed with horses, mowing hay. A saddle pony was 
always available for grandchildren to learn to ride. Age 
3-4 was a good starting age. All farm buildings were 
neatly maintained and painted white, with the exception 
of the red barn. It was a tidy, well maintained farm. 


Water came from a farm well and was pumped from 
underground by a mechanical Wind-Mill. Heat was 
provided by a kitchen stove fired by burning corn-cobs 
and some coal. Winter mornings meant cold visits to an 
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outside outhouse. Toilet paper consisted of pages from 
old Montgomery Wards, or Sears Mail-Order catalogs. All 
food came from a family garden and animals raised on the 
farm. The family raised all the food they needed. 


Farm animals included geese, ducks, sheep, pigs and 
cattle as well as dogs and cats, especially kittens, semi- 
wild ones. Vegetables were canned and stored in an 
underground root cellar that doubled as a tornado shelter 
in storms. 


Pigs and my Grandmother Anderson's prize winning 
chickens were butchered as needed for meat. I remember 
many times leaving my grandparents Homerville farm 
with a car-trunk full of live chickens that were slaughtered 
once we reached home in Lexington. 


An antique fire-engine red 1941 International 
Harvester Farmall Tractor was his modern piece of 
machinery used for dry-land corn, wheat, barley, sorghum 
and oat crops. 


It was used along with horses until he retired from 
farming in the late 1960's. With the exception of these few 
modern improvements, life was not much different from 
1885 farm life. 
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As a young Nebraska boy I was a time-traveler. 
Staying for extended multi-week visits with my Anderson 
grand-parents in the early 1950's was like living on a farm 
in 1885 or even the Civil War era of 1861. Little had 
changed, except for a few now antique cars and one 
antique tractor. My grandfather still cut hay with a horse 
drawn mower as his grandfather Samuel Given had done. 


I learned to shoot bb guns, .22 caliber rifles, shotguns 
and high-caliber rifles. I learned to hunt rabbits, snakes, 
prairie dogs, quail and pheasants. It was a rich 
experience. I was a visitor to the past. It was something I 
didn't realize until I left Nebraska to live in Los Angeles 
and then Atlanta. 


The descendants of Samuel and his daughter 
Catherine Anderson gathered together often. As 
mentioned, the children of Ole Anderson and Catherine 
Given gathered each June in Lexington at the 4-H Building 
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on the Dawson County Fairgrounds for a family reunion. 
Dozens of cousins, and children showed up each year for 
the big event. 


It was a large event attended by over 100 family 
members ranging in age from 2 months to 90. They 
included Catherine and Ole Anderson's 10 children and 
more distant relatives travelled to attend and reconnect 
with family members. Everyone seemed to have had a 
large family. William LeRoy Anderson and his seven 
children, and their children, including your author 
attended until William's death in late 1971. 


The family reunions were a celebration and 
remembrance of Catherine Given and her husband Ole 
Anderson by their children, grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren. Ultimately, Catherine as a significant 
legacy of our Irish ancestors, Samuel and Mary Given. 


The name LeRoy, given to my Grandfather William by 
his mother Catherine Given, passed to me. It remains my 
connection to her, her life and with her father Samuel 
Given 


END - © LeRoy Anderson, 2023. 
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Dear Patron: 


We regret that the enclosed photocopies are the best we were able to obtain 
using our normal reproduction process. This is caused primarily by the age and 
faded conditions of some of the documents from which these copies are made. 


BEST AVAILABLE COPY 
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Reproduced at the National Archives : 
L iy Se iet } fos, . 
‘GENERAL AFFIDAVIT. 


State ee [oa ae County of. OIE 
a aa VA 


, 35. 


P22 tote: eh Lee. in and for the aforesaid Say 


Personally came before me, 4. 
jNoiary, Juptce or Clerk of Court) 


and State, 1 feted haze entering ge : 


(3s of whunere } 


Give Street and No. Trin chy or tor 
ee ea 


of ~ CLL fe. eet State Of Ein 
‘cell known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and who, being duly sworn, declare in relation to 


We eee Soa fetles se es 


{ Bak ‘ Pe a) 
ee tet 0 _further declare that..2 .......-.-have no interest in said claim and’ Soee Ae 


perc Ti ie a) Lari Peebcso 


‘ povection 
aa (Crp. lA. Hercdot AD hacen fF, a at = ae 


(——oo 


Norg.—In the execution of evidence, two persons who can wrile must attest, the signature by signing, their 
names opposite. 


Bae 


\ 


aa” 


sateen _ ce ani 


aed Nha ihepa. Re eieeS 
(3 rere Affants. om pee 
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PLP OE: ore. Prd Poang Gove 
of ored Loved, eet hore feawecct-a Fotis arts 7, 
be ee ae Acer 


Reproduced at the National Archives 


Sworn toand subscribed before me this day by the above-named affiant 3 and I certify that 1 read 
said affidavit to said affiant , and acquainted hawwith its contents before he executed the same. | 
I farther certify that I am in nowise interested in said case, nor am I concemed iri its . proseontion} and 5 
that said affiant ‘a personally known tome; that he 4 &/ credible person . and so reputed in the : 


community in which he reside . 


-Witness my hand and official seal this. AL. _— 


{Sign here } —— 


App SEAL HERE. 


This can be executed hefore any officer authorized to administer oaths for general parposes. If such officer uses a i 
seal, certificate of Clerk of Court is not uetestary , if no seal is used. then such certificate must be attached. 
$@F" Write au affidavit just as'you wonld write ¢ ietter. stating all the facts, circumstances, dates and places as near as you 
‘can remember, and state how yon know what you sey to be true, 


* Ne = ; i 
dy ui i 
; NOTICE. : 
If the wituess writes he must write in his affidavit the folowing: This affidavit was written by ! 
mys2lf in, which I was not aided or prompted by any ‘written or printed statement or recital prepared or 
dictated by aay other person, and is from my personal knowledge. 
% If the witness does not write, there must -be writte in his affidavit the following: » This statement 
- was written in my presence aud is from my-oral statement this day made to : 
a: Same 5 and in making the same I'was not aided or prompted by any written or | 
printed:statement or recital prepared or dictated py any-other person, and is from my personal knowledge. 


o ~WASMINETON, D. a 
 ao0} on BS 


CASE OF) 
‘AFFIDAVIT OF 


FILED BY 


GENERAL AFFIDAVIT. 


Printed and fold by W. He 
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ACT JUNE.27 1600. SE 


- Pe) 


PENSIONER DROPPED. ort ren | 


H. , Pension Agency, 


{ 
‘JUN 13 1900_ wy, 189. | | 
Certificate No. - zp hbzs dL. 


a 
{ 
‘ 

“ 

: 
ct 
? 


SIR: I have the Weert Pe oy 
above-named pensioner who was paid 
at 3k oy cos to. AOL, ad 


ay 
has been dropped becawse of ————-----——---- | : ; a aes 
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[3405.] f ¥ ™% aes 
Pens beat 


« 3. Dension penne te 


Ges Moines, Sowa, 


| Z ACT JUNE 27 1899, form 
| 


DEC 20 1895 yay 
: HON, WM, LOCHREN,--.- 


Gemmissinei ve Densioms, 


y ee re 
>» Pk L. LE. Le. ann, tthe was a fensionct on the tolls 


: of this hyeney, andes Cotifcate Ba CLE LES, and whe was lat fiaid 


i 


ak 2S) dae ae a Ln ca ya 


io wry Cry 


agitated ile 


Every name dropped to be thus reported at once, 
(11867 —100,000,) 6-10 
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fg GENERAL saperpa vir. ae 


ae inne woe He w 


Secs ee tee oe 
¢ as Perce f buss pat) Berccd (EGE, anat Paar 


> 1 BPA cee ages hg fie 
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“Sworn to, and subscribed before me this day by the above-named affiant ; and I certify that 1 read 
said affidavit to said’affiant , and acquainted Hamwith its contents before “he executed. the same. 


I further certify that I am ‘in nowise interested in said case, nor em I concerned in its’ prosecution; and 


Arey ‘ 

tt said affiant personally known to me; that he w credible person and so reputed in the 
niihity in which be reside . : sere : 

Ean 


“ Witness my hand and official seal this...... 


{Sign bere ] .. 


App SEAL, HERE. 


SUE ERS ivi ees 


I caren NTR REE 


This can be executed before any officer authorized toadminister oaths for general purposes. 'If such officer uses & 
seal, certificate: of Clerk of Court is not necessary: 1f;no seal is used, then ‘such certificate must be attached. 
| (@P Write an affidanit just as you would write a.letter, stating all the facts, circumstances, dates and places as near as you 


can remember, .and state. how you know what you say to be true. 


NOTICE. : 
Looe If the witness writes he must: write in his affidavit the following: ‘This affidavit was written by 
2y0 08 +o myself in’ which I was not aided or prompted by any written or printed statement or recital prepared or 
dictated by any other person, and is from my personal knowledge. { 


If the witness does not write, there must be written in his. affidavit the following: This statement” t 
was written in my presence and is from my oral statément'this day made ‘to 3 


of vs sad in making the same I was not aided or prompted by any written or 

printed statment or recital prepared or dictated by atiy othér'person, and is from miy personal knowledge. | 
i ra eas Pe) Sere ee oe! ou whe 

: M 

} Jaeger 084 i 


rt IE I I ae 


i aa : ' i 1 {| | 
ay a bs Sea | tbe 
— | 1 f { i 
= Pea sas | | | 
ss) resi Peau | heat “et ; 
=| ra pe bef bos i h ra Te 
a H } I i , 1 
mp On eo east | cae ee He 
| ee fetes] | Pope SRE HS 
‘ a era | = qos 3e 
ie og Oo | sy" 4 Bh 
4 oa i oe < hy a 
i z | { = te 
{ bers lee 4 : 
iz) ja tate a H 
i 1 ”) a 
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an 


Personally came before me. a.4¢f QR A2Ef Af Ang fs 
7 stiee oF Chi tk of Ce 
and State, aw meet A Oo 
fame of wi 


Citizen of the town Of nm BAR AMARA T ecco 
Post-Office address 


County of ...A= [52 oe eens 


ST 2d Me Atle Or 


r22LHtedt» 


oo 


well Jeno} iie'to be reputable and entitled to credit, aud who, being duly sworn, declares in relation to 
al id as follows : / 
a io 5 ledge A) the trots to whi Yy . . y 


Prtenel [erradbeelys, 


sd aint dg Ota 
0G. : 

Geach. 
Licach: 


Qevol- : 


fener Spf. 


Se Mae PO 


op bee 
puter; 


ype 


Notr.—In the execution of evidence, two persons who can wrife must attest the signature by signing their 
names opposite. 
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Sworn to and subscribed before me this day by the above-named aif ; and I certity that 1 read 
_ said affidavit to said affiant , and acquainted hywewvith its contents before he ‘executed the same, 
I further certify that I am in nowise interested in said case, nor am I concerned in its prosecution; and 
that said ‘affiant’ ~ personally known to me; that he 4 @ credible person and so reputed in the 


community in which he reside . 


‘Witness my hand and official seal this... 


{Sign here] 
k 
App SEAL HERR. 
pee gi eke ere ae a ee ae a Rae, eRe el een mettle ee 
This can be executed before any officer authorized to administer oaths for general purposes. If such officer uses a 
a seal, certificate of Clerk of Courts aot necessary: if no seal is used, then such certificate must be attached. 
$F Write an affidavit just as you would write a letter, stating all the facts, circumstances, detes and places as near as you 
aie an can remember, and state bow, you know what you say to be true. 
ee \ NOTICE. 
“ : If the witness writes he must write in his affidavit the following: ‘This affidavit was written by 
{ myself in which I was uot aided or prompted by any written or printed statement or recital prepared or 
H dictated by any other person, and is from my personal knowledge. 
If the witness does not write, there must be written in his affidavit the following : This statement 
Was written in my presence and is frort ty oral statement this day made to 
of and in making the same I was not aided or prompted by any written or 
printed statement or iécital prepared or diétated’ by aay other pérsou, ahd WS ffoww my ‘personal knowledge. 
pfs ees 
ee sean ne opine mentees aon 4 - 
ops tor : 
- 1 1 | 
. jas | 
ee i i | H 
—. i i | i 
> | 1 \ t | 
<x \- 4 ji " i ; 
a. i | ) ie | | 
ty i | 1.9 i bound bole | 
m8 | | be | yee u 
a }.i Ps i || a Sy ag 
n { i \ 4 i aie rid 
ele | | 2 < 22 
<a Oo H H coe fe: Po 2% 
2 og i | < i i 
o a i | eZ 3 
> H =< 
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. 2 ! . r oe z 
{ ? < +7: = 
; 2 a a i 5 z 
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y GEORGE E. LEMON, of Washington, D. C., and is exclusively for his Use. 


This Blank is prepared b: 


/ 


DECLARATION FOR ‘ADDITIONAL INVALID PENSION. .. 


(OLD AND NEW DISABILITY.) 


UNDER AN ACT GRANTING PENSIONS TO SOLDIERS AND SAILORS WHO ARE INCAPACITATED FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF MANUAL LABOR AND 
PROVIDING FOR PENSIONS TO WIDOWS, MINOR CHILDREN, AND DEPENDENT PARENTS. 


State Libre f Ca 


‘scat v—Chek QO _ fos: 
On this LEE day of © cuemby _, ‘A.D. one thousand eight hundred and 
s 


seins &. ndtW 
UA, within and for the County and State aforesaid, 
Be ___, aged. = ___..- Years, a resident of 


_, County of... 


pensioner of the United States under the Act of Congress approved June 27, 1890, by Certificate number 


_GELCTL 4, and duly enrolled at the_. Ake Ei 


Agency, at the rate of C2 CAY- 


Pension 


on , Lae * 
/__.....bervice of the United States ZZ. aa Co 
Sin the Navy) 


Lanes fs 
GGiate company and regiment, or other oganization, if in the Army ; and rank 
that his present physical condition is such that he, believes himself entitled to receive inereased rate 
“ 5 
for his pensioned disabilities, and ca pee as Za ba 


14 


aed ..facstede lias! = = 


jtional pension by reason of the following-named new disa- 


os 


“gd FOUORD Aq posedeid sy yUBIG SIL 


Application is also hereby made for ad 


He. hereby appoints, with full power of substitution and revocation, 


GEORGE E. LEIION, 


oF WASHINGTON, D. C., his true and lawful Attorney, to prosecute his claim; and in consideration of 
services done and to be done in the promises, he hereby agrees to allow his said Attorney, George E. 
Lemon, a fee of ten dollars, payable only in the event of the allowance of the claim by the Commissioner 
of Pensions. — 

‘That his Postofiice address is__ Ceteee-A _, Oounty of Macnee BM | 


CL 


State of 


‘esq SIY 40y Ajaaisnjoxe st pue “DO ‘d ‘uoysulyseMm JO ‘NOWAT 


i 


‘Two witnesses to claimant’s signature sign here: 
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any ed 5 
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in its prosecution. 
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1— 
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APPLICATION FOR AGGRUED PENSION. ‘ 


WIDOWS. 


, Who, being duly sworn, declares that she is the lawful 
EZ1___, deceased ; that he died on the_ — 


— forte he had been granted a pension by Certificate No ests SAY 


, state why not) ted Ftchenel scene 


Y Sy aaa he had been paid thé pension by the Pension 
Agent ai up to the. $day of, Qc Ladk Sa 


18987, after which date he had ndt been employed or paid in the Army. or Navy, or Marine service of the 


United States, omeept. 


on the onl £ —s 


Millon j that she iendwimee had not) been previously married; that her husband 


Sean shad not ) been previou: sly married; that she hereby makes application for the pension which had 


that she was married to the said 


accrued on aforesaid certificate tp the date of death; ang-that ber residence is No. __—_——~-————__ Street, 


present and saw / Tira Mt Tet. 
to the sgraving declaratiorf; that they know her to be the lawful widow of, Se ee _— 
who died on the, J day of _Dreeeeanthee 


894, and that their means of knowledge that said parties were husband and wife, and that the husband 


died on the said date, are as folqnss 
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| Higa. #2 yam Ted Caine. “Treg 
ig rate 


poor s 


s¥ ene ie ia 
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Sworn to and subscribed before me on thi: Lh $89 of peas ncn OPT 
aud I certify that the affiants are reputable persons ; that they kno e contents of their depositions, and. 
that thetr statements are entitled to full faith and credit. I further certify that I have no interest, direct or 
indirect, in the above claim. 


Peg Co ‘ Official signature: UU Bo aghile. scat 
cf dell ae Sia re lacaey beac! ; 


Clerk of the 


County and State aforesaid, do hereby certify that. 


is_ ___., duly commissioned and qualified ; that his commission was dated on the 


aoney Sand will expire on the = 
,18  , and that his signature within written is genuine. 


Given under my hand and the seal of said Court, this _ 


of. 18 


When the amount of accrued pension is large, the following evidence of marriage should accompany 
the application for accrued pension : 


1. A duly verified copy of a church or other public record ; or __ 


2. The affidavit of the clergyman or magistrate who officiated ; or 
~~~" 3 athe testimony of two or more eye witnesses of the ceremony. 

If, prior to the marriage of the widow and the pensioner, either of them had been married to another 
party, the death of said party or divorce from the same must be proved, : 

This application and the blank voucher herewith should be properly executed and forwarded to the 
Commissioner of Pensions. 


It is desirable that the witnesses should be able to write their own names; if not, their marks should be 
witnessed, 


"WASHINGTON, D.C, 


treet, Washington, D. C. 


FILED BY 


JOHN-D-KINNEY ~~ 


AWVORBNEY, 
~~ BOX B33, 


APPLICATION FOR 


ACCRUED PENSION. 


Printed aud sold-by W. H. Moore & Co., 511 
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_ DECLARATION ‘FOR ORIGINAL INVALID | PENSION. 


oumbey , A. D. one thousand eight SS nd 

Ha ne of the. Lof 
Ciel within and for the County and fixe aforesaid. 
2___, aged. hy we of ee 


, Count 


ity pier ein ase aad nd bu =e fo ‘of street angi mumber of hu 


105 being duly sworn according to law, declared that he 


who served under the name of 
an 


fang and who was enrolled ayes “ 
IF ft _ regiment of. nal 


SO) > € S Zon, or abopt, the 
A . GIT, ergonal degeription is ag follow 
iad, ~~ =e mia: complexion, fe | 
Z- “ g of 


GF ieaciiecse el) 


ne oF matire pF a 


sages of. Washington, D. Cs and is ‘Exclusively for his Use. 


E E. 


(Town or City.) 


We his occupation has been that of verre 

a ™ — _. That prior to his entry i eo thaisexvice ed he was a 

man of good, sound physigal health, being when enrolled a. 

‘That he is wr fi disabled from obtaining 
‘holly or in part.) 


injuries above described, received in the service of the United States; and he therefore makes this 
declaration for the purpose of being placed on the invalid pension roll of the United States. 
He” hereby appoints, with full power of substitution and revocation, 


GEORGE E. LEMON, 
me on a, A efit 


fan 


County of. —-i7 Btate of. : BAL. 


fabsistence by manual labor by reason of his 


This Blank is a 
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sagan it 


&e., 
A witnesses, before 


in the Pension 


Poh HE PG 
ems 


GF qe. BRO DUBIE OY 


wageree ae cee 


and their acquaintance with 


they: have no interest i 


i 2 3 rie ‘ & 

N ji nee 

A 3] SERS er a 
1 gk S : ; : 
gh Qe : = x 


Public or'aiy OMlecr having sutbotity to 


fe pole 
k S 


PAA to the foregoing declaration; 


yy 
VS 


Gpilidiveet, in the prosecution of this claim. 


‘that the contents ‘of the above declaration, 


f 


explained to the applicant an’ 


ig thie! words 


Ss 


ED. before me, this..f-C-r, 


‘certify 


LUA vis. 
Discs tinct os make bck 


a 


swearing thereto; inélut 


£ snch officer has no seal, that he has filed a general certificate 

a 
see 

SEs ESS 
Cole eal 
a FREES 
“s BS, oe 
satis 
pS 
Bee 
ay! 
au 

MPEGS 


=. Persons whom I certify 


credit, and, who, being by me duly sworn, say they were present ardsaw~ 
saysesgens tr 


Waefore'a Justice of the Peacé, Notary 


ened! 
providing, { 


to 
ete 


from the appearance of said claimant 
“he represents: himself to, ig) 9 
at 


and I hereb; 


genet Fh 


© AND. SUBSCRIB! 
‘and that) I have no interest, 


net eeeeneeep ny the clabnant 


& hb 1 | ? 
2% g | ok EE Ag Sk aS 4, F 
& 43 ' au AE a A Eigen amy Sadly tae av os 
g Ei ; od Saf sor Natr on oocynch %s 4 , } 
td Pai! oy gictiemimeier eS 
| 88: 9° s obs ae aiseisytietitioes |e By. ; 
Laas 3 # 1 i ee Beers | | ‘NOISNGa HOS WTETO 
(248 a, “a eae oa ees Makes SL G ie ii 
Hy SE i hii BS i 
Lae ° K Q: Scr e’san sigue zouedue ayy eae e 
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A 7 & 123 
‘ . Act of June 27, 1890. 9 
cc DESLARETON FOR WIDOW’S PENSION. cc 
To be executed before a of Record or some officer Seer’ f having custody of its seal, a Rotary Pablie or Justion of ths me 
Peace, whose official signature Son ‘be verified by his official seal, and in case be has none, his signature and official character sl 


be certified by a Clerk of a Court of Kecord, or a City or County Clerk. 


STaTE oF... 


County cr 4 


... day of - 


Praca. voce, A.D, one thousand eight hupdred and 
até <7 i Ui hn. 
= w 


ninety-@4+1 2... , personally appeared before me, 
5 Seen ithin and for the county and State 


.. county of ._. 


years, a resident of 


., State of 


an Rey 


.and served at least ninety 


jays in the late pape lof the 2a 4 { who Was HONORABLY DISCHARGED 
w2e (EL ed =p wd oe LER LET... 


he, GPE ‘be wi 


FE (Kay other vervice it shonld be stated in full. 
' That she was Sel under the de of LY Ama p- 


Dy the soldier was 22h in the ilitary or Naval service of the United States except as above stated. 


Fnac 4 . A, on the 


84 Xoy WMA, ae hartertcd Siete eee ‘ 


there being no legal barrier to said marriage. 


‘That she has not remarried since the death of the said 4 att... OAR E 
(Mame of soldier or sailor.) 


‘That she is without other means of support than her daily labor. That names and dates of birth of all the 


. 
children now living under sixteen years of age of the soldier are as follows: 


She hereby appoints ae ot. LBE2rhr- 


4-414 _<her true and lawful attorney to prosecute her claim and receive a fee 
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ip b oak. residing at 
7 
0 be 7 credit 


= a = le and entit’ed 
and who, being by me duly sworn, say they were present and saw Vit ee la tee “tbs 


claimant, sign-hee-nesre-tor make her mark) to the foregoing declaration; that they have every reason to 


_., residing at 


believe from the appearance of said claimant and an acquaintance with her of __. .. years and 


__ years, respectively, that she is the identical person she represents herself to be; and that 


«) LL, yo Mirxtbalnaoes ate 
0 BAM 


they have no interest in the prosecution of this claim 


LEE 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this ___//-O._—“ day of _, 
AD. F (gaa I hereby certify that the contents of the above declaration, ete., were fully made known 


and explained to the applicant and witnesses before swearing, including the words .. 


erased, and the words -.........-.-- ..added; and that I have no interest, direct or indirect, in 


the prosecution of this claim, 
> Chiba 


Bicnaure.) 


‘The Act of June 27, 1899, requires, in widow's case: 
1. That the soldier served at least nivery pavs in the War of the Rebellion and was HONORABLY DISCHARGED. 
a 2. Proof of soldier's death (death cause need not have been due to Army service). 
3. That widow is “without other means of support than her daily labor.” 
4. That widow was married to soldier prior to June 27, 1890, date of the Act. 
5. That all pensions under this act commence from date of receipt of application in Pension Bureau. 


geo OO 
Tg 


OWE 0. 
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a 


SA vines: 
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_ 
' 
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: Sworn to and subscribed téfore me this day by the above-camed affiant : and I certify that Lread { 
*. said affidavit to said affiant and acquainted fi tapwitts its-contents. before" Che . executed .the same. 
I further certify that I am in nowise interested in said case, por am I concerned in its prosecution; and 
that said affiant b personally known to me; that The MK cresidle person# and #0 cepnted'in the 
community in which [he reside . K 
Witness my hand and official seal this a an 19,77 


z Puuzy ‘Sign here] « A LL4 L Eee | 


en 


This can be executed before any officer authorized to adininister oaths for general purposes. If such officer uses a 
seal, Certificate of Clerk of Conrt is not necessary; if no seai is used, then such certificate must be attached. 
3@F-Write an affidavit just as you would write a letter, stating all the facts, circumstances, dates and places as near as you 
can remember, and state how you know what you say to be true. 


NOTICE. 
If the witness writes he must write in his affidavit the following: ‘This affidavit was written by 
myself in which I was not aided or prompted by any written or printed statement or recital prepared or 
dictated by any other person, and is from niy- personal knowlecge. ‘ 
: If the witness does not write, there must be written in his afidavit the following: This statement’ 
» was written in my presence and is from my oral statement this day made to 
of and in making the same I was not aided or prompted by any written or 
printed statement or recital prepared or dictated by any other person, and is from my personal knowiedge. 


i 
| 
| 
1 


ane apernieg SAP ota fe ed a Spm Ne amare eae a a rN a 


3 


GENERAL AFFIDAVIT. . 


! AFFIDAVIT OF 


FILED BY: 


__ JOHN-D. KI NNEY— 


“CASE OF 


Printed ‘nnd sold by W. H, Moour & Co, 
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p ‘GENERAL APFIDAVIT. 


Gotnty Fe OE ch crt 


well known to me to be reputabie and entitled to credit. and who, being duiy sworn. deciares in reiation 


VA Hi case as follows : p f : a 
p . ~ fevy should ie hoy they Ba » Whee Anoka hee Es deen 5 


Noru.—In the execution of evidence, two persons who can write must attest the signature by signing their names 


opposite. . 
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Sworn toand subscribed before me this day by the above-named affiant ; and I certify that I real 
said affidavit tom said affiant , and acquainted Sc Ii i acne: doa iss ecb as 
I further certify that I am in nowise interestedjin said case, nor am T concerned in its prosecution; and 
that said affiant 4 personally known to me; that phe po "Kittie person and so reputed in the 


community in which Ahe resides, 


Witness my hand and official seal this. will. Leas of. 


JAN ABU CORAL HERR. 


~ _-This can be executed before any officer authorized to administer oaths for general purposes. If such officer uses a 


“seal, certificate of Clerk of Court is not necessary; if no seal is used, then sncin certificate must be attached. 
36F-Write an affidavit just as you would write a letter, stating’ all the inets, circumstances, dates and places as near a3 you _ 


cam remember, and if of your own personal knowiedge and observation, and state how you knowwilat you say to be true 


y 


Or 


ENERAL  ABBIDAVIT. 
cane OF 
isanass 
FILED BY 
_SOHN D. KINNEY 


GE 


a 
i 
a 


Printed 


Dale of BxeCUli a oon 


133 


EEeien f 


Appendix 


OFFICERS. WeEsTERN DEPARTMENT ASSETS OF THE COMPANY, 
‘cnwrew toma CONTINENTAL INSURANCE Co. ze: 


Capital 
et 


RIALTO BUILDING, CHICAGO, ILLS. 
J.J. MCDONALD, General Manacen. 
GEO. E, KLINE, Ass'r Gen. Manacen. 


Bertrand, Neb. 


YG, : 
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Pat : —_ j 
yy ' J (Basa w 
oh e , ACT OF | 7, 1890. %} 


WIDOW’S PENSION. 624665¢ 


y ra Claimant. i Rte oan Pe RR Sa 
? y, Ineay, - 


Leah 


—— 


4 


Pobrlaat fines nels “see 


~ fo... RELL ete | rans reer te a 
Boats Lr hlaaatie ates bit bad tbe, Lad 


des $8 per month, commencin, 3 and $2 per month additional for each child, as follows: 


Commencing —-....--——----—, 18 


Commencing —--------------—-.. 


ev 


? 
J 
} Commencing —-________--—., 18 


] 


} Commencing ———_-______-—, 18 
Payments on all former certificates covering any portion of same time to be deducted. 


All pension to terminate ecerere ene sy , 189__, date of ——..__-____--__—. ats 


RECOGNIZED ATTORNEY: 


| - 
Agee Pal Agent to pay. 


APPROVALS: 
mitted » Las tard o, ear 


a 
proved for erent 


Ve _Sephb3 A, Fy EEE iiss 5 
he soldier was _ pensioned at 6/0. per month to Ld ace (th sssppstleas, agora ifn \ 
hac}, “70 an 


N (ntisted Wareb. 19 _—— _, 1861-4 Soldier’s app’n filed! 
™“ ~ Ee aisewa Maret. RO, ib ; 
N ne fitisted Pra 8 || Former marriage of Drezepactert anny 1B 
F hceratiy Ce a8: << | Death of former___Oret—— is. VO 
wa December F , 1378" || Gits marriage to soldi az At, 152. pa 
‘ anit a. 1596." Crt WAAK remarried ff’ 8. NO! 


Clgfmant i is b without other means of support than her daily Tabor. 4% | 


Olt’s app’n under other laws 1-234 _, é } 
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(3-145 b.) Act tins 27, ign, 
of. be ese INVALID PENSION. 


Claimant,. nen oe MGS B/S 20... 


P. ae ane | name, heard 
-— che. ae lean oe 


Rate, $——_________- per month, commeneiin gy ——_—_—_—_——_—__—_» = $a nnn 


tS ee Ba ah Ba 


aes REECE, . 


RECOGNIZED ATTORNEY: 


Feo $ —___., —.—__________.. Agent to pay. 


Name, Zur, 0, Ke 


I Articles filed 19 


APPROVALS: 


toa for Zepteleun, $v. 2b. oo | __ aA. 2& _, Examiner. 
ae vam Pauceraleien). “ dtenas) ee ir lat la 
} aceiue dl oseetenie La eb lgz 


~ Original declaration, set June 2, 1890, filed Cel. 18", 1990.5 alleged Freact ma 


aaatracted ae cafrt— ERNE LET Re 


PRESENT CLAIM, AcT OF JUNE 27, 1890. 
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A iw INVALID PENSION. 


a a, as ae 
VPSPRNY nee <2) "ane eens ener er nes | Regimént, LSA lit ke 4 sinssae 
Ge. Os. per month, commencing _/ WD, [P-Fe, Seema cesscess 


RECOGNIZED ATTORNEY. 
i 
~Wame, wee OP vasieie.. 4 ee, $.LO Agent to pay. 


! 
BPE sj aac ALY, | Articles filed, 7 __---______--., 189. 


APPROVALS. 


Pensioned from..——.--2----—--—---~-~—-, 18... ag FO a 


SERVICE SHOWN BY RECORD. | 


; 4 
axis hee, Lb, 1842... honorably discharged _ Manto, 13.44™~ 


Ree-enbisted, ....-.------------e----nnnnnees i C aber ener meee honorably discharged, ——-—------------—~---» 18 -..~ 


! 


Declaration filed, ORM... 189.0, alleges permanent disability, not due to vicious habits, 
4 


4314 b—100 m 
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oy for his Use. 


ive 


a is exclus 


(Give Rows, Coasty, ‘and State; and if you reside in = 


GRANTING PENSIONS towne AND SAILORS WHO ARE INCAPACITATED FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF anual LABOR AND: 
PRoMIOING,FOR PENSIONS TO WIDOWS, MINOR CHILDREN, AND DEPENDENT PARENTS. 


County. of... 
On this eflay of __ __, A. D. one thonsand eight hundred and: 
ninety_— personiilly appeared before me, aac a 


f- : : _ in and for the County and State aforesaid, 
_-; aged. Gods ehineton years, a resident 
e (Name of The ? 
ot Jenn 6 __- fabs , County of 
where 


Presta are pamed and houses aro numbered, give name of street and number of 


State o: _...., who, 0, being duly; sworn according to law, declares that he is. 

house. If you residein the count try, state ‘about bow many niles from nearest 

the identical. J4 ABTA , Who entered service during the War of the 
vs (Name of Claimant) 


on or about the. L2____day of 


fi (Fame under which eniisiod,) 

aa (Give rank.) Tn im the navy. 

pity mans fs ww thepplain Sehes Daouth and was 
ei company’s sorsmoandar. If epen any General's Sta, ofa Hat Tack} 


HONORABLY DISCHARGED a a +, on or about the 


Rebellion under the name of ___ es, aonccef g 
——in company-o- Lf of tn fis sgn of 


id 2 aay of 4 4 186.87, by reagon of 
w 3 that his personal. description is as follows: Age,. years 
height, 4feet_J_inches;_ complexion, fa. ; hair, hha co 


That he is now suifering from Acard. 


5 (Here state the name and nalure of any disease, wound or Injury which in 


Aiaclengs orl teas! se lal —aleaf ‘or developed.) 


and that the said disability is of a permanent character, and is not the result of vicious habits, and that 
it incapacitates him from the performance of manual. labor in such a degree as to render him unable to 
earn a support, and that this declaration is made for the purpose of being placed upon the pension 
roll, under the provisions of the Act of June. 27, 1890, That he has_2727___ been employed in 


the military or naval service otherwise than as stated above es 
oer ‘tai what ib service wan, whether prior or subsequent to 


envimamy maar rp ten SNR TY 


iiatstated above, and the Gates at which it began and ended.) . 
That since the____—--fay mee A. D, 18___, he has not been employed in the 
or naval service of the United States. 
hereby appoints, with full power of substitution and revocation, 


GEORGE E. LEMON, 


oF WasHineron, D. i his true and lawfal Attorney, to prosecute his claim. That he has. 


(If previous ‘appl 
nol ied for a-pensi 
cai ase as tum afc pon re an 
‘That his Postofiice address is__"" rie County of Phelps ; 
State ot Vitbeklen 5A 0 a ‘ ; 
. ~Varntuel MAOH 


(Clasinani’s Sigoature,) 
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P : | AGT OF SUNE 27,1890. Be 


7) The physician will be careful to state the approximate date when he first knew the. .+ . 
1) soldier; what his physicas condition was at that time, giving a fuil description or diagndsis ‘ 
of all disabilities from which he was then suffering. He should then state, approximately, 
7 how often he has treated the soldier since that date, and for what disability or disabilities, * if 
g treatmont has been for a disease or injury that has caused other organs to become affected, 


* yy —soo' other diseases to résult as a sequence of the’ original disability, the affiant should state" 
es clearly what such sequences are when developed, and explain their pathological relation to 
, the original disease or injury. . 22 
State of Sbertt @ a| j | 
ssi Q i 
County of. é J : 2 
: ro 
5 | 
Ke) 4 
2 
@ i 
z 4 
G | 
EI | 
x) 
x 
Kivilind ane 
of. — 
(Cigp oF Village)” A J 
State of —__» Mrrirstee $3 i 
ease 28 follows: e % % 
I have been practicing medicine \/ELC years. I first knew the soldier abont__@ Chaba S 
Q 
Momane 
“S 
i 
p= 
) 
5 
a 
Can. 
a SZ 
° 
= 
id 
i 
ia) 
iia} 
o i 
cc \ 
fe) 1 
ea) 
a 2a) 
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This Blank is prepared by 
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INTERLINEATIONS WHICH MAY BE MADE in 


|.—'This instrument should be executed before a Justice of the Peace, Notary Public, or any person authorige 


siyister onths for: general pxposes: 


THE OFFICER BEFORE WHOM THIS AFFIDAVIT IS EXECUTED 


(Ls) 


Sworn to and subscribed before me.this day; and I hereby certify that the affiant is a practicing 3 
physician; that I am not interested in the prosecution of this claim, and thet the affiant acquainted 


himself with the contents of the affidavit before he executed the same 
Ea ia 
Witness my hand and official seal this__. f/f day of-. 


READ. 
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(s—1.) 


—}—_—-- f 


/ (3g Attention is invited to the outlines of the human skeleton and figure upon.the back of 
this certificate, and they should be used whenever it is possible to indicate precisely the location 
of a disease or injury, the entrance and exit of a missile, an amputation, &e. 

‘The absence of a member from a session of a board and the reason therefor, if known, and 


the name of the absentee, must be indorsed upon each certificate. 
ee Ae 38 4 
7 , 7 

42g mumber of LD AA Pension Claim No. = 
name ont ra 22 d Rank, “baberds— 

= DD. DrLeawi aed 

-| A State, 
! [Pomt-otice (tress of the Board} k 

out i 1 18 - 


We hereby certify that in compliance with the require: 


examined this applicant, who states that he is sufferjng from the following, isability, incurred 
Oume of dtea- in rd service, viz : “ a tuasg flr 
Mevieamom, and that ELA AL ELATED 
he 


He makes the following statement upon which he bases his claim for 


ts of the law we have carefully 


[Orga jou liao” 


Upon examination we find the following objective conditions: Pulse rate, BE ; 
respiratio ; temperature, ; height, 0 feet inches; weight L272 
pounds; age, B years. 


O y, 
OLA 


Cb og pt Z 
Diwali, QttipE2 “nt Pink Mivotltit 
pepe 3/444 Dat Lffncatecaat pf be Lattin laff 
ial  Accerskhatanll laysayidr, C20. lok 


LLL AA 


‘Here give a full p wo = L 

aeetipton 9 OS (/Maw tad Atalasassadr1dyh Aft og 
a Lith 
Rea, Ae fled Otttel LOUALA LALLA ¢44AlLAAdkg AN 
EE Ebo dal 

BEI" of Ab at fe kihs aust Kgatted hie 


Q2UWUG 
CO AindsouAadt oltgss Soif LaAd. 


Lie el-cut hliatiot Lhe aditr oladiiade top tle — . 


— _ — -- XN 
aieina = . He is, in our opinion, entitled toa 
to for ancd by LAL Z Zz 
‘au of dit rating for,the disability caused by, aidpade fr that caused 


‘ahty. 


, and for that caused by — 


WH Baste lhe, A Selb Treas. 


a certificate of examination whether a disability is found to exist or not. 
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eed, ded yr Ff | 
o) es ee i | 
Mie | s 


Darr ov Exammation: 


on Pasig 


SURGEON'S CERTIFICATE 


P. S.—Write your Post-office address plainly and in full. 


Applicant for Qy tpusal : 


Post office, 


\ tract fr 


Single surgeons will use this blank, changing “we” to read “I,” and “our” to read “my.” 
ng’ nging 


They will erase the words “Pres.,” “Sec’y,” “Treas.,” and “Board” where the words appear, and ~ 
sign at the foot of the certificate, and also on the back of the same. 


Provipep rurtuer, That all examinations shall be thorough and searching, and the certifi- 
cate contain a full description of the physical condition of the claimant at the time, which shall 
include all the physical and rational signs and a statement of all the structural changes. [Zx- 


‘Section 4, Act of Congress approved July 25, 1882. sae 


\ 
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(3—s11.) re 


t {@¥™ Attention is invited to the outlines of the human skeleton and figure upon the back of 
this certificate, and they should be used whenever it is possible to indicate precisely the location 
of a disease or injury, the entrance and exit of a missile, an amputation, &. 

The absence of a member from a session of a board and the reason therefor, if known, and 
the name of the absentee, must be indorsed upon each certificate. 


ted oasber of Increase Pension Claim No. 6581120 
cas [State above whether for original, increase, or Testoration.] Privat 
Trae, go rank Samuei Given Rank, Private 
claimant, « ‘Li 5 % 
Company. L : 2! Regt £ Li. L. A. Elwood, Nebraska. State, 
([Post-office address of the Board ] 5 
Cnimat's pe Bertrand, Nebraska. March 15" , 189 5 
. = ! [Dot of cxaminalion] a2 
We hereby certify that in compliance with the requirements of the law we have carefully 
examined this applicant, who states that he is suffering from the following disability, incurred 
Ong, of tae in the service, viz: =i c oa jur, 
to right hand. 
Mapensioner-fil and that he receives a pension of __ TEN =-=—-==== a -— dollars per month. 
ei Increase 


He makes the following statement upon which he bases his claim for 


t Tncrease, 
Has alternate attacks of diarrhoea and constipation, also 
Has a choking, smothered sensation in breast. 


fe] 


> 3s CES > 
Stomach bioats after eating. Cords were cnt in fingers of —— 


right hané, by friction primer while firing cannon at New 
% Creek, ¥. VYa., in 1864. 


Upon examination we find the following objective conditions: Pulse rate, 24. 4 
respiration, a4; temperature, 98.6. height, 5 feet 7 inches; weight, 150 _ 
pounds; ears. 

ppliosnt does Tot look older than stated age. Body is not 
Hage gine a tat WOTT qourished: He appears quite a feepic oid man. 


through the lert heart is greatiy augmented, and we are satis- 


rating. We fing he has considcrabie rheumatic troubie in shoul~ 
ders. There ic marked crepitation in right shoulder joint, 
and slight crepitation in ieft- Passive motion of these joints 


mst necis be performed Eloviy; on account of pain 
_Peroussion shows | im 2 . : 


is coated; he has two piles at the present time on the right 
Margin of anus, and there are several scars about the anus 
sti ion 5 stric co 
For gastric catarrah with diarrhoea and piles we reccomend him 
to receive an eight cighteenths rating. 
T Star econa jolnest(irom the distar 
n+—hend;—and-he_seys _thet—these 


_scars are oftimes the site of running sores — ————_—— 
The above named joint of the 2" finger is completely ankylosed, 
and there is very littie motion in above named joint of 3" i 
j finger. For injury to these Tingerse we reccomend Him to recéive 


= is, i opini titled to a_—-/ 
bag od rating f e disabilit used by ,_Heart Pronto me a ‘ for that caused 
Mao: eee ees tsp Sh ‘and es; 6/18 , tuck ees by 
injury of 2" & 3" fingers of right hand- 


Absent - —— , Sec’y. blo brbeerlio~rsens, 
te of examina’ 


whether a disability is found to exist or not. 


N. B—Always forward 
(0480—200,000.) 6—a82 
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Single surgeons will use this blank, changing “we” to read “I,” and “our” to read “my.” 
"They will erase the words “Pres.,” “Sec’y,” “Treas,” and “Board” where the words appear, and 
sign at the foot of the certificate, and also on the back of the same. 


Provipep rcrTHER, That all examinations shall be thorough and searching, and the certifi- 
cate contain a full description of the physical condition of the claimant at the time, which shall 
include all the physical and rational signs anda statement ‘of all the structural changes. [Zx- 
tract from Section 4, Act of Congress approved. July 25, 1882.) ' 
2 4 , : : 
ra : . ; 
\ \ ‘ 
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, duly commissioned and qualified; that his commission was dated on 


_._—-, 18....., and will expire on the -—-...._... day 


_..., 189__., and that bis signature within written is genuine. 
GrvEN under my baad and the seal of said Court this .............---..---. day 


, OF ones a 


Renee. 


Evidence upon the following points should accompany the application for accraed pension: 
1st. Proof of marriage. _ 

2d. Proof that the widow and the pensioner bad never been married before, or if they had been 
amarried to other persons, proof of the death of such person, or proof of divorce. 

Proof of marriage should be made by copies of any public records of that fact if in existence; if this 
can not be had, then the sworn statement of the clergyman ot magistrate who performed the ceremovy, 
‘or of two persons Who were present at the ceremony; if this proof can nob be made, then the evideace of 
length of time parties lived together as husband and wife ‘and the testimony of two or more neighbors 
who know the parties lived together as husband and wife and the testimony of two or more neighbors 
who know the parties lived together and were recognized 2s husband and wife. 


Proof should be made in the order named above, or satisfactory reason given why the best evidence — 


can not be furnished. 


This application _ should be properly executed and forwarded to the — 


Commissioner of Pensions. - 
It is desirable that the witnesses should be able to write their own names; if not, their marks should 
‘be witnessed 


(wipows.) 
Cortificate No. iO REL 2-O- 


(3—600.) 
APPLICATION FOR ACCRUED PENSION, 
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OFFIOR OF THR 


couny OH Case Of 


Letter herewith returned. 
Respectfully, yours, 


Auditor. 
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Please furnish a report as to payment of Cortsfanie'4 No. GE. SLZE 


the claim of the —<@2~ > 7 MELE CTE 
Very respectfully, 


REPORT. 


Payment made to include —......... 
increase. The payment was discontinwed, 071 Re mane een AY 
OP cecisscescsmninoioat -, 18_....., beoamse of the ......--..------- annem 


eee 189... 
Norm—If any change ia smount of pension originally allowed, lems ao state o 
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oad and was fully identified as the pensioner named therein, and that he signed the following duplicate 


Appendix 


eee ee, * 
Phis Veucher is Worthless Bigaed | Before Jenuary 4, 1696., 
Magistrate and pensioner before executing this voucher should read carefully the speoial instructions on face and back of same. 
A A 
Be it bow That PAA Lhecnadlw. do solemnly swear that I am 
the identical pd med in pension certificate in my possession, No. WO. a L (20, dated 4.7... 
day of -... ,187/, and whose name is inscribed on the rolls of the DES MOINHS 
ay Dellars Me pastes 
Town, = 
Pe See si (Pensioner’s signature:) tO tietes prahenet 
Pe é ‘Signature mest be wren ete fr It letter a 


cannot Gigs a5 Witseus oe 

THE PENSION CERTIFICATE MUST BE EXHIBITED TO THE MAGISTRATE WHEN THIS VOUCHER IS EXECUTED, 
STATE OF...» COUNTY OF _, 88: 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this -... _.. day of —-——. _., 189 ; and I certify 
that the pensioner above named has this day exhibited to me his pension certificate, above described, 


receipts in my presence. 


e Seo That All Blank Spases Are 


wr 


q 


(Passage niger) Oe) 
SEAL HERE par cial characte 
‘L.If the int Insert the data of the 
hain praise nme Emenee ne 


THE PENSIONER WILL SIGN THESE REORIPTS IN THE PRESENCE OF THE MAGISTRATE, 


i 3! ji (hg Dram om Assign}; «January 1 BB€ 
Received of “ares H. Rshinsey U.S Pension Agmt st__°DES MOINES, 10Wa 


nonce dollars by check No. -----------—--- a 
8 _—- days’ pension due me 


3.80 ae 
Received of or Ohrles il. Rebinseg v, s, Pension Agent at OEM MUINES. 10W,4 
_THRIRTY __ Ener 


RUaTY SOE , being for .... 
2 2d » from the - 


Same P, O. Address{must be given on face and pack df Voucher. 
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RITE NAME AND P. 0. ADDRESS PLAINLY HERE. 
= 
az 


TOWN: oa. cece neeen eee 


County : _-—--- 1 —-—---- =» 
State: ———-__$_$____-—-_—— 
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| “3 3562, 


eed ACORUED PENSION. 


\y Act of March 2, 1895. bu het 


\y ds ificate No, bS6 120: A wat ae Eifel, 1892 


N ioner,-- aes a le 


™N aa 1A ¥ AONE filed. 
Submitted for 4 Later, Siplonben 8 139K 


____ BB. DICKERSON-_Ewaminer. 


BOARD OF ‘REVIEW. 


ame eee 4 Hen eedioeT te whew 


ie oe “ peti oth LG. 189£° 


CERTIFICATE DIVISION. 41 


pcslaadt taut ioc ek romana , 189. mg 
CC "ENSLO’ Certificat ai irder 
Mailed.__1i_.__-Z.Ze, 189. 


Payable to. = a cae Paeeaciaseasiss 


| ar Original certificate and voucher ———— 


‘B36Ab1Sm-98 
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Any other Claim fled 20, eee 
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3h of June 27, 1290, 
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Cert, No. Ai 
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Name, 
Rank, _fet..__; Service, 220: “Br yokes Veet 


H 
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OS Talis (6/7, aan CRC ES 


“ClETL| 


— I 


| Rato and Period, §. from, 18 
1 : 


| Mailed : 6 
| Rate and Period, $_. from_______—, 18. 
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Act of Jupe27, 1890. 


(3-232-) 
ao 4%Os7Y/. 
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~ Ripeviin iced at ? # the National Archives - ] 
No. 0p ; GHNERAL (AWFIDAVIT. 
i i - 


State + Mitte 2 LCL). 


Inthe matter of = 


fend State, nL OL LM a 
: ce of wit, 


known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and who, being duly sworn, declares im relation 


Sanh eect ta pact, Larded deel J, eal lliit A bi dibes 


ond fave bey 


ar se, labasdi Be 
ee ogee dh hwre, 
Cea OOO Jacek, ISS 
; earn — 


worn inthe erento of erdece, two prone ly aan rie mat te the signi by sng he 


+ ___names opposite. 
‘ Bit Var 
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Sworn to ana subscribed before me this day by the shovexiamed affiant , 3, and’ certify that 1 read 
said affidavit to ‘said affiant  , and acquainted bh swith its ‘contents before she executed the same, 
ae | farther certify that IT am‘in nowise ‘interested in said wane nor fee I Gancernieg int its prosecution;.and 
that said  affiant Ww personally known to me; that ane “ w) credibie person © and so reputed in the 
; community in which ve resides. Q 


Witness my hand and official seal this... 


Pinky, [Sign bere] —- 
P 4 ates 


_* rhis can be executed before any officer mithorized to adniiaister oaths for general purposes. If such officer uses a 
deal’ certificate of Clert of Coarris not necessary: U?a0'seal is used. then such certificate nmst be attached. 

$F Write an affidavit just as-you'would write a leiter, stating all-the facts, circumstances. dates anf! places as neat 98 70% 

* Gan remember, and if of your own personal. knowledg: aud observation, and state how you know what you say to be true. 


ENG NOTICE. : } 
If the witness writes he must write in his affidavit the following: ‘This affidavit was written by | 
myself in which I was not aided or prompted by any written or. printed statement or recital prepared or 

dictated by any other person, and is from my personal knowledge. : 
+ $ © TE the witness does not write, there must be written in his affidavit the following: This statement 7 
a) was written in my presence and is from my oral statement this day made to = ‘ i 
; of : “ - and‘in making the same I was not aided or prompted by any written or j 

; printed statement or recital prepared or dictated by any other person, and is from my personal knowledge. 


{ fe 
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i = ost i 
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: tes ku 2 oO : aN 
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neice @Har Department, 


- MInITARY SERVICE. Record end Pension Division, 
~ J NAME OF SOLDIER; > -, : ee ae 
one / itt Le. £ LAM lee. Respectfully returned to the 


COMMISSIONER OF PENSIONS. 
that 


(ML Div. 
LA Bureagt pf Pensions, The 
ZV-.. Bx'r. 


% Cake 2, 139 4. 


gen kg Doom 
i LA aK Aiar.£0 1905 


The War Department will please furnish an official statencent 
in this case, showing date of enrollment ond date and mode of 


Er avruority ov Tue Sucrerany ov Wan: 


puke tsatint 
Moe Gere cel Ante Siege, U.S. Army. 
Je 


‘3988 b—100 m 
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\ 1 ee f 7 
/ 
GENERAL AFFIDAVIT:. H4 


ox 
cs 


ee 7 


Leact€-Ca) in and for the aforesaid County 
co or eeG of “Code ip 
d State, ... =e LO pec, KMECEE. Lelecte! aged fo nrrenne years, 
93 (Name of witness, aaa : i : 
* RE RE APD lien int pinot A years, 


{ eZ address, Give o> No. irin eity or town, 7 
County of... cL ela OEE State of... Te ona iicenich od 
” . it, . bel . EM ; 


re 


i -pesfurther declare that... a eee no antares in said claim and are not concerned | 


Nebel tn ‘the Gxecniion of evidence, bro persons imko con corite mat ties the signature by signing thei 
names opposite. 
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: G75 5 Subscribed before me this day by the above-named affiant ; and I certify that 1 read 
-said affidavit to ‘saia affiant |, and. acquainted, huwwith;its- contents before. he .exectited the same. © 
I further certify that I am in nowise interested in said case, nor am I concerned in its prosecution; and 
that Said affiant personally known to me; that he #2 ‘credible person and so reputed in the 


wet 
of... aoa cesreemnen 189 / 


App, SEAL HERE. se cores Lerlaze, Pett’ 


;eommunity inwhich be reside . s 


This can be executed before any officer suthorized to.administer oaths’ for general purposes. If such. officer uses a 
seal) certificate of Clerk of Court is not necessary; if no seal is used, then such certificate must be’ attached. 


247-Write an affidavit just as you would write a letter, stating all the fects, circumstances, dates and places as near as you 
oe can remember, atid’state how you know what you say to be true. 


NOTICE. 

If the witness writes he must write in his affidavit the following: This affidavit was written by 
myself in which I was not aided or prompted by any written or printed statement or recital prepared or: 
dictated by any other person, and is from my personal knowledge. ; 

If the witness does uot write, there must. be written in his affidavit the foliowing: This statement 
was written in my presence and is from my oral statement this day. made. to : 
of and in making the same I was not aided or prompted by any written or 

| printed statement or recital prepared or dictated ‘by any other-person, and is from my personal knowledge. 


--JSOHN-D. KINNEY — 


CASE OF, 
AFFIDAVIT OF 
FILED BY - 


ENERAL AFFIDAVIT. 
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. r 
: GHENERAL AFFIDAVIT. [No.89.] 
State of Mbur Gare _, Gounty offranrdia ety SS? 


In the matter of... ——s 7 Racet 
Maree.» em Le eh. Arh. 


Personali; Bou before me. Not Kea 
and State, SAAC ZO- 


....in and for the aforesaid County, 


4, aged — years, 


and. 


ee raged sna Yeathy 
t ‘Names ‘of witneen a | 
a say to of QAMABMA nnrnnnnn ae 
address Give Street and No. if in city or towa. 


a of Wits. he uusuny State of mw m ( 
well known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and who, beitig duly Sworn, deciarafin relation 
j : 


f to aforesaid case as follows : 


Lynd ae ee letth. 


(ope per a7 eT ee 


pet Buy OE IE eer re 


Sitte. Ae. PO Gee gern ee tk Larrscafoor hese 
ct pha ae mcrae bang Phe 

vhs | a amma re 
Duy Trak ae hehe thee Me he ounthe Eth 
of mes as Auk that 8 pres Mot 
prore ed ot by proited.or Grok U ake renf- 


os msunnfarther declare that... Pre coon have no interest in said claim and et4 axe vot 


concerned in its prosecution... 


°° (Sigmotures of Affisnts.) 


Nore.—In the execution of evidence, two persons xho can wrile, unst attest the signature by signing their names 
opposite, 
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Sworn toand subscribed before me this day by the above-named affiant ;-and I certify that 1 read 
said affidavit to said affant , and acquainted hyzu.with its contents before he executed the same. 
I further certify that I am in nowise interested in said case, nor am I concerned in its prosecution; and 
that said affiant.cd personally known to me; that hex ® credibie person and so reputed in the 
community in which he resides. ; 


Witness my hand and official seal this LY 


(Sign here j 


App SEAL HERE. 


‘This can be exccuted before any officer anthorized to administer oaths:for general purposes. If such officer uses « 
seal, certificate of Clerk of Court is not necessarr : if no seal is used. then such certificate must be attached. 

S@F-Write an affidavit just as you would write a letter, stating all the facts, circumstances. dates and places as near as you 
can remember, and if of your own personal knowledge and observation, and state how you know what you say to be trus, 


\ NOTICE. 
If the witness writes he must write in his affidavit the following: ‘This affidavit was written by 
myself in which [ was not aided or prompted by any written or printed statement or recitai prenared or 
dictated by any other person, and is from my personal knowledge. 

If the witness does not write, there must be written in his affidavit the following: This statement 
was written in my preseuce and is from my oral statement this day made to 
of and in making the same I was not aided or prompted by any written or 
printed statement or recital prepared or dictated by any other person, and is from my personal knowledge. 
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Appendix 


Reproduced at the National Archives 


io 


f 


GENERAL AFFIDAVIT. [No.89.} 


t 


a a ee ee 


bor 
State of Aca York . Gounty of... Hxetreaeg : 


In the © of 2. 


Personally came before me. a Ca. Le t4-C¢€.. in and for the aforesaid County, 
and State,.. <AGACE2.. Meus ime 


soonenee YOATS, 


and... . 


citizens of the town of eZ ADAGE CML osc crer nen iinet 
Wa Give Street and No. If in eity or town. 


{ 
a 
County/ot ......S Lone 


/ 


} yéll known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit. and who. being duly sworn. declare in relation 
/. 4 


if 9 a 


| ea AMiant should slate hyyw they gaia a 


coouny State Of A kKE toad 


YS ME EE Sy SS 
oe 


- he. wom further declare trate. : hoe hove no interest in said claim and.-@4...... nee not 


concerned in its prosecution.. 


eG y rece cCbve— 


Nors.—In the execution of evidence, two persons who can write, must attest the signature by signing their names 


opposite. 
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Sworn toand subscribed before me this day by the above-named affiant ; and I certify that 1 read 
said affidavit to said affant , ahd acquainted hee with its contents before She executed the same, 
IT farther certify that I am in nowise interested in said case. nor am I concerned in its prosecution: and 
that said affiant personally known to me; that she 34 credibie person and so reputed iv the 
community in which ghe resides. 


Witness my hand and official seal this. ..... 


‘This can be executed before any officer authorized to aiminister oaths for general purposes. If such officer uses a 
seal, certificate of Clerk of Court is aot necessary: if no seal is used. then such certificate must be attached. 
1G" Write an affidavit just as you would write a letter, stating all the facts, circumstances, dates and places as near as you 


can remember, aud if of your own personal knowledge and observation, and state bow yon know what you soy to be true, 


NOTICE. 

If the witness writes he must write in his affidavit the following: This affidavit was written by 
myself in which I was not aided or prompted by any written or printed statement or recital prepared or 
dictated by auy other person, and is from my personal knowledge. 

If the witness does not write, there must be written in his affidavit the following: This statement 
was written in my presence and is from my oral statement this day made to 
of and in making the same I was not aided or prompted by any written or 
printed statement or recital prepared or dictated by any other person, and is from my personal knowledge. 
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1 at the National Archives 


Dear Patron: 


We regret that the enclosed photocopies are the best we were able to obtain 
using our normal reproduction process. This is caused primarily by the age and 
faded conditions of some of the documents from which these copies are made. 


BEST AVAILABLE COPY 


LITTERA 
SCRIPTA 
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